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PREFACE. 

THOUGH we can add nothing to the existing records of 

Greek History, the estimate placed upon their value, and 

the conclusions drawn from them are constantly changing,. 

and for this reason the story which has been told so 

often will be told anew from time to time, so long as it 

continues to have an interest for mankind—that is, let 

us hope, so long as mankind continue to exist. 

The present work is intended for readers who are 

acquainted with the outlines of the subject, and have 

some knowledge of the Greek language. It has been 

written in the belief that an intelligible sketch of Greek 

civilisation may be given within a brief compass—not 

with the hope of throwing new light on old obscurities, 

or quoting fresh evidence where all the evidence has 

been long ago collected. 

I t was my intention to prefix to my work an estimate 

of the various sources from which our knowledge of Greek 

History is derived. We have indeed but scanty materials 

from which to construct a critical account of the histories 
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written by Ephorus, Androtion, Philochorus, and others, 

from the fourth century B.C., but the attempt is worth 

making. For it is on the accuracy and diligence of these 

writers—on the more or less of their own times and their 

own ideas which they introduced into past ages, that our 

views of early Greek History must depend. And if we 

compare the narrative of the Samian war as it is given 

by Thucydides and by Plutarch (in his Life of Pericles), or 

of the battle of Plataea as described in Herodotus and 

in Plutarch's Life of Aristides, we shall find reason to 

think that the later writers, from whom Plutarch derived 

many of his statements, are by no means guides whom 

we can always follow without hesitation. But I have 

already run to such a length that prolegomena are out 

of the question, and it is impossible to treat so wide 

and difficult a question within the limits of a Preface. 

For the same reason a chapter on Greek Eeligion is 

reserved for the next volume. 

In a Second Part the History will be brought down to 

the end of the Peloponnesian War. 

BALLIOL COLLEGE, 

April 1888. 
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C H A P T E R I. 

HELLAS. 

I . Though the Hellenes delighted to distinguish themselves 
from the " barbarians " who were their neighbours on the 
north, they never fixed with precision the limits nmits of Hellas 
of the country which they called Hellas. Until variable. 
a late period that name was used as an ethnological rather 
than a geographical term, and included any country in 
which the Hellenes were settled. In this sense the islands 
of the Aegean were a part of Hellas, but Macedonia was not, 
in spite of the claim which the Macedonian kings put for­
ward to Hellenic descent.1 Nor was Epirus included in the 
true Hellas, nor by some authorities Thessaly, in which lay 
the district originally called Hellas. These distinctions did 
not, however, rest on any solid ground ; Aristotle was aware 
that in early times the Greeks dwelt near Dodona in Epirus, 
and Thessaly was known to be the home of many tribes, 
which afterwards migrated to the south.2 We may therefore 
place the northern limit of Hellas at the fortieth degree of 
latitude, and, keeping clear of the wider use of the word, which 
would carry us wherever Greek colonists went—to Italy, 
Sicily, and Africa, as well as to Crete and Asia Minor—restrict 
the name to the peninsula and the adjacent islands.8 

1 And which was allowed, Herod, v. 22. 
2 Meteor, i. 14, 22 ; Bursian, Geographie von Griechenland, i. 3. 
8 This limitation is, of course, purely geographical. The history of 

Hellas is spread over a far wider area. If we knew that the Homeric 
poems were composed in Asia Minor, we might even say that the first 
traces of the spirit of Hellenism are found in Asia. But the Asiatic 
Greeks always looked to the peninsula as their home. 

VOL. I. A 



2 LAND AND SEA IN GREECE. [I. 2, 3* 

Hellas, then, or Greece, to use the more familiar name, 
may be roughly described as an inverted triangle, of which the 
base extends from the Acroceraunian promontory to Mount 
Olympus, and the apex is formed by the promontory of 
Taenarum. The extreme length is about 250 miles; the 
extreme breadth 180 miles. 

2. The characteristic features of the country have often 
been described. Greece is pre-eminently a land of mountain 
and coast. Within the area described no point can be fixed 
which is more than ten miles from the hills, or more than forty 
miles from the sea. These features become more strongly 
marked as we proceed to the south, the proportion of land to 
seaboard being less in the Peloponnesus than in Northern 

Greece. The formation of the coast on the 
Character­
istic Features east is also widely different from that on the 
of Greece. w e s t When the long ridge of Pelion and 
Ossa is passed, the eastern shore offers a succession of bays 
from Pagasae to Nauplia; for, though Euboea presents an 
inhospitable front to the sea, the island is merely a barrier 
which protects the harbour of the Euripus. On the west, 
with the exception of the bays of Corinth and Ambracia, there 
are few places where a ship can find shelter. Hence Hellas 
turns naturally to the east; the islands, which were within 
sight of the land and of each other, tempted the mariner to 
the coast of Asia Minor, where he found a shore abounding 
in harbours. On the other hand, the eastern coast of Italy is 
as inhospitable as the western coast of Greece. The two 
peninsulas lie, as it were, back to back ; and this position had 
the greatest influence on their history and development. 

3. Greece is divided by the Gulf of Corinth into two halves, 
of which the northern was known as "continental Hellas," 
or " the parts beyond Peloponnesus," the southern as Pelopon-

, . 0 nesus. These are connected by a low flat 
Mountain Sys- . #

 J 

tems of North, isthmus, something less than four miles in 
em Greece. breadth. The mountain systems in the two 
halves are quite distinct in their configuration. In the northern 
a " spine" runs from north to south and terminates in the 
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conical height of Typhrestus. The southern part of this 
spine, from Mount Lacmon onwards, is known as Pindus; 
this is the central range of Greece, from which chains run 
out on either side. On the east, beginning from the 
north, we have the Cambunian range, which terminates in 
Olympus, and forms the northern boundary of Hellas in that 
direction. Next is the range of Othrys, the " brow," which 
overlooks the Maliac Bay. Yet further to the south the 
range of Oeta runs nearly parallel to Othrys. On the west, 
the most northern offshoot from the spine is the chain of 
mountains which runs from Mount Lacmon to the Acro-
ceraunian headland, and bounds Epirus on the north. A 
second range, proceeding from the same centre, but further 
to the south and parallel to Pindus, separates the Arachthus 
from the Achelous. From Typhrestus the mountain ranges 
take a south-easterly direction. Under the names of Par­
nassus, Helicon, Cithaeron, Parnes and Brilessus, they pass 
down to the sea at Sunium, whence they are continued in the 
islands of the Cyclades (Ceos, Cythnus, Seriphus, Siphnus). 
On the extreme east, Pelion and Ossa run along the sea-coast 
from Olympus to the south; after a slight interruption the 
range passes through Euboea, and, like the loftier range to the 
west, ends in a succession of islands (Andros, Tenos, Myconus). 
Finally, at the western end of the range of Oeta rises Mount 
Corax, the lofty centre from which a number of spurs branch 
off to the south-west, and form the mountains of Aetolia. 

4. The arrangement of the mountains in Peloponnesus 
is entirely different. Here the base-line is not drawn from 
north to south, but from west to east. The mighty range 
which divides Achaea from Arcadia presents T h M 

three commanding summits: Cyllene on the systems of 
east, Aroanius in the centre, Erymanthus on Pel°p°nnesus. 
the west. From these summits ranges runout to the south 
and south-east. Beginning from the east, we have the 
mountains of Argolis (Euboea, Araehnaeum), ending in the 
promontory of Scyllaeum. Next in order is the range which 
divides Argolis from Arcadia (Artemisium, Parthenium)* 
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and is continued in the long chain of Parnon to Malea. 
From Aroanius proceeds the range of Maenalus, which, 
like its eastern neighbours, advances in a long line tc 
the south (Mount Taygetus), and touches the sea at 
Taenarum. On the west, the mountains are broken by the 
rivers Alpheus and Ladon, but we can follow the heights 
from Erymanthus to Cotylium above Phigalea, and from 
thence to Ithome and Mathia. 

5. To the modern traveller the mountains are one of the 
chief attractions of Greece. Consisting chiefly of hard lime­
stone, and being bare of trees, they present sharp and varied 
outlines, which are clearly seen through the fine atmosphere. 
This beauty of form is enhanced by the exquisite hues which 
the almost naked stone assumes.1 Though wild and difficult 

to cross, the mountains of Greece are not, like 
Character- . ' 

istics of the the Alps in Switzerland, so vast that they 
Mountains. dominate the whole country and excite a sense 
of overpowering awe. Olympus indeed attains an elevation 
of nearly 10,000 feet; but no other mountain, with the 
possible exception of Parnassus, rises above 8,000 feet. On 
the other hand, no less than seven summits exceed the level 
of 7,000 feet, so that even in its mountains Hellas presents 
the Hellenic characteristics of " measure " and equality. No 
single peak is the "monarch of mountains/' no range has a 
claim to be called the central and dominant chain of the 
country.2 

6. Descending to the valleys, we find that though none of 
the rivers in Greece are of great length or volume, they present 

remarkable characteristics, which did not fail 
' to impress the inhabitants. In a dry and sunny 

country a perennial supply of water is the most precious 
of commodities, and in Greece this is peculiarly the case, 
owing to the bare and rocky nature of the mountains, and 
the lightness of the soil, which offers no storage for the 

1 Neumann and Partsch, PhysiJcalische Geographie, p. 37. 
8 Tozer, Geography of Greece, p. 42. 
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rain or melting snow. Many streams, which in autumn or 
spring are impassable torrents, become in summer a mere 
succession of pools, if they are not dried up altogether. 
Such is the Ilissus at Athens, which draws its waters from 
the limited area of Hymettus. The Cephisus, on the other 
hand, which carries the rainfall of Mount Parnes, is never 
entirely without water, though it fails to reach the sea, the 
whole volume being consumed in irrigating the olive gardens 
in the neighbourhood of Colonus.1 These variations in the 
amount of water naturally gave rise to the floods, which are 
such a common source of similes in Greek poetry; and they 
were the more frequent owing to the " Swallows " or Katavo-
thras, which, though found in other countries where lime­
stone abounds,2 are a characteristic of Greece. 
In many of the upland valleys there is no 
external outlet for the water; the streams which flow down 
from the neighbouring mountains pass into chasms and are 
carried underground, to reappear in neighbouring valleys or 
rivers. This is the case in the Arcadian valleys of Pheneus and 
Stymphalus; in the first the katavothras, which are frequently 
choked, seem to be connected with the rivers Alpheus and 

1 Nothing illustrates the varying quantity of the water in the 
upland districts of Greece better than an incident which gave rise to 
a lawsuit at Athens in the time of Demosthenes {Against Callicles, 
Orat. 55). In this case the water had overflowed from one property 
into the next, and the plaintiff, whose property was injured, sought to 
prove that the proper course for the water was over his neighbour'3 
land. But the neighbour will not allow this ; no man in his senses, 
he pleads, would suffer the water to flow over his land, when it could 
be diverted into the road. What served for a road in summer, was 
useful as a watercourse in winter. In the movements which pre­
ceded the battle of Mantinea (Thuc. v. 65), Agis, the Spartan king, 
successfully attempted to draw the Argives from their strong position 
by turning the course of the river from Tegea into the territory of 
the Mantineans, the water being a constant source of strife between 
the two cities, owing to the damage which it did to one or other 
according to the course which it took. 

2 See the account of the country in the neighbourhood of Trieste, 
in Hamilton's Asia Minor, Vol. i. c. 1. ; Strabo, p. 214; also Herod, 
vii. 30. 
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Ladon; in the second they pass under Mount Apelaurum, 
and the water reappears in the Argolid as the river Erasmus.1 

In the upper course of the Alpheus there are two of these 
"swallows." The river rises in Tegeatis, and flows under 
Mount Boreum to Asea ;2 after a short course it again passes 
out of sight to reappear once more at Pegae, whence, without 
further interruption, it flows to the sea. In Northern Greece 
the most famous katavothras are in Boeotia. Lake Copais 
has been formed by the stoppage or insufficiency of the 
underground channels, which connect the depression in which 
it lies with the sea or the lower river. In very early times 
the water was removed by the construction of two gigantic 
tunnels; "the larger of the two, which runs towards the 
sea, is cut through the rock for the distance of nearly four 
miles, with fifteen vertical shafts let down to it, at intervals, 
from above; some of these reach to a depth of more than 100 
feet." When these channels became filled up, the water col 
lected as before, to the detriment of the country and climate.3 

The streams of Greece are also remarkable for the amount 
of the deposit which they carry down with them. The lower 
Alluvial valley of a Greek river is generally an alluvial 
Deposits. plain. The line of the shore at the mouth of 
the Eurotas has been carried out to a considerable extent. 

1 Herod, vi. 76. In 1806 Colonel Leake found the valley of the 
Pheneus, in Arcadia, planted with wheat and barley ; before both 
katavothras, more especially the western, lay stagnant pools of water. 
Fifteen years later the passages were stopped up. Water covered 
the whole plain, and the " dam of Heracles " disappeared. In 1828, 
the surface of the lake was 2315 feet above the level of the sea, and 
five miles in breadth. Continually rising, the waters at last passed 
over the ridge into the plain of Orchomenus. Subsequently the 
passages were again opened (owing to an earthquake); the Ladon 
and Alpheus rose, the plains of Olympia were flooded, and in Pheneus 
some square miles were restored to agriculture. At present the 
passages have once more become choked, and the lake is sufficiently 
large to be compared with Derwent Water. Curtius, Pelop. i. 189; 
Tozer, I.e. p. 108. See Strabo, pp. 275, 389. 

2 Strabo, U.cc. ; Paus. viii. 44, 4 ; 54, 2. 
3 The area of the lake is now eighty or ninety square miles. See 

Sergeant's Greece, p. 20; Tozer, I.e. p. 114. 
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In the days of Pausanias, Helos was a seaport, but the ruins 
of the city are now situated on a lagune.1 Even in antiquity 
it was known that the Achelous had united the islands lying 
off the shore with the mainland.2 When the Acheron 
leaves its deep and gloomy gorge, it passes over an alluvial 
plain, and forms the Acherusian lake. The Peneus, in 
Thessaly, wanders through a similar expanse. The areas 
thus formed are naturally fertile, and, when properly pro­
tected from the water, richly repay cultivation.8 

In other districts, owing to the difference in geological forma­
tion, the rivers die, as it were, of inanition, in the soil which 
they have created. This is especially the case 
in the Argolid. The bed of the Inachus is dry, rouff 

the water, when there is any, filtering out of sight through 
the gravel, and before it reaches the sea the stream is entirely 
lost in the marshes of the coast. The rivers of Eastern 
Argolis are swallowed up almost as soon as they reach the 
foot of the mountains from which they descend. On the 
other hand, in the south, where the hills are nearer the 
coast, water is more abundant; it gushes from the foot of the 
mountains in copious springs, which are supposed to be the 
outlet of the waters of Arcadian valleys, and hurries in 
streams to the shore, or spreads out in the marshes of Lerna. 
In one instance the stream is carried under the shore for 
about 1000 feet from the land, when it reappears, a bubbling 
spring of fresh water in the sea (Dine).* 

The largest river in Greece is the Achelous. The sources 
of the stream are to be sought on the southern declivities 
of Mount Lacmon, from whence it flows almost 
due south through a long and narrow valley 
bounded on the east by Pindus, and on the west by the 
range of hills which separates the valleys of the Arachthus and 

1 Curt. Z.c. ii. 289; Paus. iii. 2, 7. 
2 See the remarks on Herodotus of the formation of the Delta, ii. 10. 
8 Neumann and Partsch, I.e. p. 348. 
* A similar spring is found in the Gulf of La Spezzia, and in the 

great harbour of Syracuse. Of. Lucret. vi. 890. 
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Achelous. This upper reach of the stream was sometimes 
known as the Inachus.1 Entering Aetolia, it turns a little to the 
east and south, and, forming the boundary between Acarnania 
and Aetolia, empties into the sea between the Ambracian and 
Corinthian Gulfs. From Mount Lacmon to the mouth of the 
river is a distance of 120 miles, without allowing for the 
windings of the stream. The country round the mouth is a 
flat alluvial plain, covered to a considerable extent with 
marshes, out of which rise rocky hills, which once formed a 
part of the Echinades.2 The Peneus (Thessalian) is remark­

able among the rivers of Greece for being 
the outlet of the drainage of a large plain. 

The river rises on the eastern slopes of Lacmon, which is, 
indeed, the head of all the larger rivers of Northern Greece. 
Flowing at first to the south-east, round the hills of Hestiseotis, 
it then passes away directly to the east. The chief tributaries 
are the Pamisus, the Phoenix, the Apidanus, and the Euripus. 
The famous Vale of Tempe, through which the Peneus flows 
into the sea, is a gorge about four miles and a half in length, 
" flanked by lofty rocks of grey limestone, finely tinted with 
red; these are highest towards the middle of the pass, where 
the precipices in the direction of Olympus descend so steeply 
as completely to bar the passage in that direction, while those 
which descend from Ossa, though less steep, are loftier, and rise 
in many places not less than 1500 feet from the valley." 3 One 

of the most rapid of Greek rivers is the Sper-
perc eus. c n e u S ) which carries the waters of Mount Oeta 

to the sea, in the neighbourhood of Thermopylae. In one sense 
that famous " pass " exists no longer, for the alluvial deposit 
has spread out into a plain of such an extent as to furnish room 
for an entire army; but even now, in winter, the path immedi­
ately under the hills is alone sufficiently firm to bear a horse.4 

1 For the recurrence of the same names in Greece, see infra, pp. 29,38, 
2 Herod, ii. 10 ; Thuc. ii. 102. 
8 Tozer, I.e. p. 122 ; Cp. Aelian, Var. Hist iii. 1. 
4 Leake, Northern Greece, ii. 40. In antiquity there was barely room 

for a cart track between the sea and the mountains (Herod, vii. 176). 
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7. The peculiar nature of Greek rivers gave rise to many 
beautiful legends about them. We have seen that the 
Alpheus twice disappears in the mountains of Legends of 
Arcadia, and that a river in Southern Argolis Rivers, 
has its outlet in the sea 1000 feet from the shore. Hence, to 
the imagination of the Greeks it was not impossible that the 
Alpheus should pass under the sea from Elis to Sicily, and 
there rise up again in the fountain of Arethusa.1 The rapid 
Achelous, spreading devastation over the cultivated land at its 
mouth, is transformed by fancy into a monster, half-bull and 
half-man, with which Heracles contended. The river which 
waters a plain is often changed into the earliest king of the 
country. Inachus is king of Argos, Cephisus of Boeotia, and 
Peneus of Thessaly. In some legends rivers even gained the 
love of women. Tyro was enamoured of the river Enipeus, 
and " was wont to linger beside his lovely stream." So deeply 
was their personal nature felt that rivers were not crossed 
without invocations,2 and at the building of bridges propi­
tiatory sacrifices were offered, that the deity of the stream 
might not resent the constraint imposed upon him. 

In many districts it was necessary to control the course 
of the streams by artificial means, for the protection of the 
fields and crops. These works, which seem The works 
to have been carried out at a very early period, of Heracles, 
are associated with the name of Heracles. When Heracles 
slays the Hydra of Lerna, we may perhaps connect the 
legend with some attempt to drain the marsh of Lerna in 
Argolis, and remove the pestilential miasma. The story of 
the slaying of the birds of Stymphalus has possibly grown up 
out of an attempt to control the sudden rush of waters, 
which flooded the deep, land-locked Arcadian valley. There 

1 See Strabo, pp. 270, 271, where supposed parallels are given. 
2 Even Cleomenes of Sparta had not the hardihood to cross the 

Erasmus when the sacrifices were unpropitious (Herod, vi. 76): 
amKopcpos Z>v 6 KKcofxevrjs iirl TOP 7roTap.6v TOVTOV iac^ayid^ero aira, KCL\ 
ov yap €KaWlp€€ ov bap. cos diafiaiveiv piv, ayaaBai piv ecprj TOV 'Epao-iVou 
ov 7rpobib6pTos TOVS TroXirjTas, 'Apyclovs pevroi ov6° oas x^P^^*1** 
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was a dam of Heracles at Pheneus in Arcadia, and similar 
works at the mouth of the Achelous, in Boeotia, and else­
where, are ascribed to him.1 

8. The rivers Achelous, Acheron, Cocytus and Styx occupy 
a position in Greek mythology which deserves more parti-

cular notice. The Achelous is the type of all 
Account of rivers, the source of sweet water and cause of 
Rivers. increase, the oldest and most honoured of all 
the three thousand sons of Oceanus.2 In religious and poetical 
language, Achelous was a name for rivers and river water; 
the cultus of the Achelous existed in Italy and Sicily, and in 
various forms the name occurs in Asia Minor and Greece. The 

horn of Amalthea, the symbol of abundance, was 
said in Aetolian legend to have passed from 

Achelous to Heracles. This legendary position of the Achelous 
has been explained by the identification of the river with the 
heavenly stream of Oriental mythology.3 More evidence than 
we possess is needed to support so fanciful an explanation. 
It was natural for the early inhabitants of Greece, while 
deifying all the rivers which fertilised their fields, to ascribe a 
peculiar sanctity to a stream in the neighbourhood of their 
earliest shrine. The greater size of the Achelous probably 
attracted attention to it in preference to the Arachthus, which 

lies nearer Dodona. The Acheron and Cocytus 
are rivers of Thesprotia, which fall into the sea 

a little to the south of Chimerium. The former passes through 
a gorge, which is described as the darkest and deepest ravine 
in Greece, and between its precipitous rocks, for the distance 
of two or three miles, "the white waters of the stream 
roar along through chasms and cliffs which they have worn 
away in the course of ages, leaving no room even for the 
path, which has to be carried along the sides of the cliffs far 

1 Curtius, I.e. ii. 519, i. 186, etc. See the paper of the same 
author, Zur Geschichte des Oriechischen Wegebaues, in the "Trans­
actions of the Berlin Academy," 1855. Tozer, I.e. pp. 96, 311. 

2 Preller, Griechische Mythologie, i. 30. 
3 Duncker, History of Greece, i. 167. 
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above, in some places as much as 500 feet above the water." 
At the mouth of the gorge was the marsh, the "Palus 
Aeherusia," on the shore of which was an ancient oracle of 
the dead.1 This gorge seems to have impressed the Greeks 
so deeply that they regarded it as an entrance to the lower 
world, and Pausanias is of opinion that the description of 
the entrance to Hades in the Odyssey was borrowed from the 
Thesprotian coast. On the north the Acheron is joined, three 
miles above the sea, by the Cocytus,2 the "moan­
ing river," a name which is possibly similar to °cy 

the "Greta " of northern England. Both the names naturally 
lent themselves to a description of the infernal regions. The 
water also of the Cocytus is called by Pausanias " most dis­
tasteful,"3 and Colonel Leake remarks that the water of the 
Vuvo (Cocytus) is reported to be bad; the villagers on the 
slopes of the hills near it either make use of wells, or fetch 
water from the Suliotiko.4 But of all the streams of Greece 
the most noted was the Styx, the only waterfall 
of any importance in the country, which seems yx* 
from the earliest times to have exercised a strong fascination 
over the minds of the* Greeks. " Beneath one of the highest 
summits of the snowy Aroanius, near a place where two ranges 
of rocks meet and form a chasm, there is a perpendicular cliff of 
great height, the face of which is deeply tinged with an iron 
hue. From the top of this there drops a thin stream of water, 
which in one or two places is slightly broken by the rock, 
against the side of which it falls, and half way it is joined by 
another still narrower stream, which descends parallel to it 
from above. Its full height is calculated at 500 feet."5 The 
Greeks, of whom doubtless very few had seen the Styx, 

1 Tozer, I.e. 121; Herod, v. 92 ; Bursian, he I 27. 
* Leake, Northern Greece, iv. 52. 
* Paus. i. 17, 5. 
4 Leake, I.e. iv. 53. Whatever be the etymology of Cocytus, it is 

certain that Acheron has nothing to do with &xos (w°e«) The syllable 
&xt which occurs again in Achelous, Inachus, reminds us of aqua. 

6 Tozer, I.e. p. 118. 
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spoke of this wild lonely waterfall as a river descending from 
earth to Hades. Homer mentions " the rapids of the Styx," 
which Heracles could not have escaped without the aid of 
Athena. The stream was used as a sanction in adjurations. 
In a famous passage in the Iliad,1 Here is challenged by 
Sleep to swear by the " baneful water of Styx." In Hesiod 
Styx is the eldest daughter of Oceanus. She joined Zeus 
against the Titans, and received as her reward the privilege 
of being the oath of the gods. She dwells near the place 
where night and day approach each other, far from the gods, 
in a palace "roofed with lofty rocks, and stablished with silver 
pillars up to heaven." Whenever one of the dwellers in 
Olympus has uttered a lie, Zeus sends Iris to bring the great 
oath of the gods from afar in a golden pitcher, the famous 
water, which falls from the steep lofty rock.2 The water was 
regarded as deadly to animal and vegetable life, a superstition 
which clings to it still. " The inhabitants of the neighbour­
ing villages warn the travellers against it, and regard every­
one as lost who drinks." 3 

9. The lakes of Greece are land-locked basins, into which 
the waters from the neighbouring hills collect, nearly always 

without any visible outlet for the supply. 
Hence the level of the lake is constantly chang­

ing according to the amount of water flowing into it. Some­
times the underground channel is blocked, and the water can 
not escape ; the lake then rises and spreads far and wide ovei 
the adjacent fields and pastures (supra, p. 6). The largest lake 
in Greece is the lake of Joannina (Lacus Pambotis), in the 
neighbourhood of which lay Dodona. The lake—or lakes, for 
there are two basins, separated by a marshy tract of ground 
—is about eighteen miles in length and four in breadth.4 

1II. viii. 369, xv. 37. 
2 Hesiod, Theog. 389 ff., 775 ff. His account is not very intelligible. 

The author of the Catalogue (II. ii. 755), by some strange hallucina­
tion, connects the Styx with the Titaresius in Thessaly. 

3 Curtius, Pelop. i. 196. 
4 Bursian, I.e. i. 20. 
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Other lakes are the Copais in Boeotia, which is formed by 
the blocking of the Cephisus; the lakes of Nessonis and 
Boebeis in Thessaly, into which the Peneus overflows; and 
the lakes of Stymphalus and Pheneus in Arcadia. 

Every reader of Greek history or legend has heard of 
Castalia, Aganippe, and Hippocrene, Pirene and Callirrhoe, 
and other fountains. These perennial streams springs and 
sometimes break out from under the roots of Fountains, 
large plane-trees,1 or from clefts in the rocks, or they even 
pour their waters from the mountains. Pirene rises on the 
summit of Acrocorinthus; Aganippe on the heights of Helicon. 
The frequent failure of water in the rivers made these foun­
tains unusually precious. As the home of nymphs, they were 
sacred, and became the centre of a number of legends. They 
were adorned with flowers and garlands; their waters were 
used in lustrations. The spring of Callirrhoe falls into the 
Ilissus a little to the south-east of the Acropolis of Athens; 
the water, we are told by Thucydides, "was used by the 
ancient Athenians on great occasions; and at marriage rites 
and other ceremonies the custom is still retained."2 

10. Greece was not a very productive country. Except 
in the alluvial plains, the soil was thin, and the acreage 
under cultivation was comparatively small. products of 
Corn, wine, and oil were the chief products; but Greece, 
the amount of corn was quite insufficient for the needs of the 
population, and even as early as the time of Xerxes, corn was 
imported from the Euxine.3 It is said that oil was the only 
product which Solon permitted to be exported from Attica. 
Figs and honey were produced in considerable quantities ; in 
Elis flax was grown, and a small quantity of cotton. Wine 
was abundant. The pastures on the mountains supported 
a large number of cattle, and from their milk cheese was 
made, a pastoral life being at all times the occupation of a 

1 Mure, Tour in Greece, ii. 258. 
8 Thuc. ii. 15. 
3 Herod, vii. 147. 
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large part of the inhabitants. The minerals most abundant 
were silver and iron. Gold was found only in Siphnus, and 

it is probable that the accounts of the mines 
there, which we have in Herodotus and Pausanias 

(Herod, iii. 57 ; Paus. xi. 2), are exaggerated. At present no 
gold is found on the island, and though there are traces of 
the eagerness with which the ancient inhabitants sought for 
it, their search does not appear to have been very successful.1 

In the range of Pangaeum, in Thrace, gold was of course 
abundant; when these mines passed into the hands of Philip a 
gold coinage appeared for the first time in Greece. Silver was 

more plentiful. The most important mines were 
those at Laurium, in Attica, which appear to have 

become a considerable source of revenue to the Athenians in 
the time of Themistocles. For about a century they were 
really productive; in the time of Xenophon the returns were 
greatly diminished, and, by the beginning of the third cen­

tury B.C., mines were an extremely hazardous 
opper* speculation. Copper was found in Euboea, but in 

Strabo's time the mines had been abandoned for other sources. 
Iron ore is abundant in Greece, though the ancients made 

comparatively little use of their stores. They 
ron* had, doubtless, many difficulties in regard to 

fuel; at the present time it is impossible to work the rich 
ore of Seriphus, owing to the want of coal or wood. The 
chief seats of the iron manufacture were the Perioecic towns 
of Laconia. The helmets, swords, axes, files, knives, and awls 
of Laconia were the best in Greece. 

If the precious metals were somewhat scarce, the Greeks were 
compensated by the abundance of excellent stone. Marble 

was found everywhere on the eastern side of 
Greece. The Pentelic marble obtained in the 

quarries of Brilessus in Attica was among the best. It was not, 

1 Neumann and Partsch, I.e. p. 224; but see Bent, Cyclades, p. 38. 
It is certain that the Lacedaemonians, when they required gold for 
the statue of Apollo, sought it at Sardis, and not at Siphnus. 
(Herod, i. 69). 
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indeed, used for statues so much as the Parian, partly owing 
to the yellow tinge of the stone, partly to the difficulty of 
finding large blocks, but it was admirable for building, and 
was employed in all the works on the Acropolis at Athens. 
Hymettus supplied a coloured marble, which the Eomans 
esteemed more than the Greeks. From Euboea came the 
famous Carystian marble. Taygetus supplied marble of a 
beautiful red colour. Porphyry, basalt, and granite are also 
found. The abundance of marble is characteristic of Greece, 
and gave a direction to her art, which would have been 
impossible without such a supply of material. 

I I . The flora of Greece is more varied than that of any other 
country. In the south of Messenia the oriental palm g^ows. 
At Patras, on the coast of Achaea, are groves of 
oranges, and Attica is the land of olives and figs, 
which are not found in the plains of Thessaly. In ancient 
times the country was rich in wood, and even now, in spite 
of neglect and destruction, there are fine forests 
in Thessaly and Epirus, Acarnania and Arcadia. 
Beeches in Northern Greece, oaks of various kinds—one of 
which, the Quercus aegilops, or valonea oak, furnishes in its 
acorns a valuable article for exportation—chestnuts and 
planes, are the most common trees. The planes often grow 
to a large size, measuring as much as thirty feet in the cir­
cumference of the trunk. "Pelion," we are told, " is still 
distinguished by the abundance and beauty of its forests, in 
which the beech predominates in the higher parts, and 
further down the chestnut and plane, while the pines, which 
were numerous here in antiquity, have now entirely dis­
appeared. In the gardens of the villages, which are thickly 
scattered over the slopes of the range, the orchards present a 
rich selection of excellent fruits."1 Some of the trees now com­
mon in Greece are known to be importations. The chestnut 
was introduced late in the classical period from Asia Minor. 
Th^ beech is rarely mentioned in ancient authors. The 

1 Bursian, I.e. i. 43. 
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palm certainly, and probably the vine, was imported by the 
Phoenicians. The fig, also, was not indigenous, nor even the 
cypress.1 Oranges and lemons, peaches and apricots, were 
either unknown in Greece, or very rare until post-classical 

times. Quinces and pomegranates, though known, 
were little used as articles of food; pears and 

apples did not thrive, and were not cultivated with care.2 

Trees which add to the beauty of the landscape of Greece 
are the myrtle and tamarisk on the shore, the cytisus and the 

judas tree, and, above all, the oleanders, which 
fringe the rivers. Flowers are still abundant: 

anemones, violets and crocuses, roses, balsams, geraniums, helio­
tropes, jasmine, and many more. But Athens is no longer 
u violet crowned." " They call it Anthena (flowery), but it has 
no flowers," was the answer given to Ulrichs when he inquired 
from a peasant the name of the city. The Greeks appear to 
have had a great admiration for flowers. They loved to con­
nect them with their deities, and assigned to some, such as the 
narcissus and hyacinth, a remarkable place in their myths. 

12. The larger wild animals of Greece were wolves, bears, 
boars, and stags. The two former were confined to the dis­

tricts of Arcadia, the "bear-land," and Taygetus in 
Laconia, an excellent hunting ground, on which 

the Spartan youths were trained to endurance. The Nemean 
lion is purely mythological; in all probability it is borrowed 
from the Oriental legend in which the sun-god contends with 
a lion; and the lions of the Acropolis of Mycenae are an 
imitation of Phrygian art. But Herodotus tells us that lions 
infested the region between the Nestus and Achelous, though 
none were ever found to the east of the first river or to the 
west of the second.3 

1 Tozer, Ic p. 160. 
2 Neumann and Partsch, I.e. p. 410. 
8 Herod, vii. 125. The statement of Herodotus is confirmed by 

Aristotle and Pausanias. The latter represents Polydamas as slaying 
a lion on Olympus without any weapon'! (vi. 5, 5). There is also 
the legend of Cyrene and the lion (Pindar, Pyth. ix. 28 ff.). 
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13. The climate necessarily varies with the nature of 
the country, the hills differing from the plains, the interior 
from the sea-coast. Even in adjacent territories, like Attica 
and Boeotia, we find most striking contrasts. Attica is shel­
tered from the north by the ridge of Parnes; it is 
for the most part hilly, with a dry soil, incapable 
of retaining moisture. On the south and east it lies open to 
the sea, the breezes from which temper the heat of the summer 
sun. Hence the climate is generally mild without being 
enervating; the atmosphere is exceedingly clear and light.1 

Boeotia, on the other hand, is shut in on three sides by lofty 
mountains, and on the fourth is only divided from Euboea by 
the narrow channel of the Euripus. The water from the hills, 
checked in its natural passage to the sea, falls into Lake Copais 
and the adjacent marshes, which give rise to damp exhala­
tions. In Boeotia, therefore, the climate is thick and heavy; 
the heat in summer is not softened by marine breezes, while 
the winter .cold is increased by the proximity of the mountains. 
Hesiod speaks of it as " bad in winter, oppressive in summer, 
and never good."2 The great seclusion of some mountain 
valleys, such as Pheneus and Stymphalus, causes excessive 
heat in summer, and the atmosphere is rendered even more 
intolerable by the exhalations from the land left uncovered 

1 At Athens, where accurate observations have been taken, the 
following characteristics of the climate are recorded :— 

(1.) The variation in the temperature is very great, hardly less than 
at Leipzig or Berlin. The heat is not only great but continuous; 
there are times when the thermometer never falls below 68° F. for a 
month. 

(2.) The amount of the rainfall is very slight, and is almost entirely 
confined to the winter months. Seventy-eight per cent, of the rain 
falls between October and March ; and only seven per cent, in June, 
July, and August. This combination of drought and heat withers and 
destroys vegetation, and makes Athens somewhat unhealthy for the 
time. 

(3.) The atmosphere is extremely free from fogs and clouds. This is 
largely due to the warmth of the soil. The moisture brought by 
N.E. or S.W. winds is not condensed but dissipated, and it is only on 
the cool heights of Parnes that clouds are formed.—Neumann and 
Partsch, I.e. p. 16 ff. 2 Works and Days, 640. 

VOL. I. B 
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by the receding water. For the same reason the cold in 
winter is intense, the damp stagnant air hanging heavily over 
the marshy soil. Another source of discomfort for those who 
journey from one place to another is the great variety of the 
climate. Summer has commenced at the mouth of the 
Pamisus while the snow is still lying in Arcadia. The tra­
veller within a short distance passes from summer to winter, 
as in climbing Mount Athos he may see almost the whole 
flora of the country.1 In certain parts of Greece thunder­
storms were peculiarly frequent; at Delphi, for instance, 

where more than once they contributed to the 
safety of the sacred place, and at Dodona, which 

appears to have been an appropriate home for the " Cloud-
gatherer." On the other hand, the rainfall in some districts 
is extremely small. In 1859 there were only twenty-five 
days in the year on which sufficient rain fell at Athens to be 

measured by the gauge. Earthquakes of greater 
or less severity are frequent in Greece. Delos 

was said to have been " shaken " before the outbreak of the 
Persian war, and again before the Peloponnesian war, an occur­
rence which only the curious seem to have observed; for the 
first earthquake is unknown to Thucydides and the second to 
Herodotus. A great earthquake which occurred before the 
siege of Ithome led to the revolt of the Helots. We hear 
of them in the history of Thucydides as "unparalleled in 
their extent and fury " during the Peloponnesian war. The 
fifth year of the war was the time "when the frequent 
earthquakes occurred at Athens, in Euboea, and in Boeotia, 
especially at Orchomenos," and put a stop to the invasion of 
Attica.2 But the greatest disaster which occurred in Greece 
from this cause was the destruction of Helice and Bura, on 
the coast of Achaea, in 373 B.C.3 In modern times earth­
quakes are frequent and disastrous; to them in a great 
measure is due the ruined condition of the temples in the 
country. Lemnos in prehistoric times and Thera (Santorin) 

1 Tozer, I.e. p. 139. 
2 Thuc. i, 101, i. 23, iii. 87, 3 Paus. vii. 24, 12 ; 25, 8. 
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were the centres of volcanic agency. The latter is still 
active, " a crater in the midst of the sea.''1 

14. The influence which a country exercises over the in­
habitants varies with the civilisation of the people, but even 
in a highly civilised nation, climate and scenery have a subtle 
influence, more important in the early years of Influence of th 

life than in the later. We know that the country on the 
Hellenes felt this influence deeply. Every Inhabit*n**-
Athenian thanked the gods that he was not heavy and stupid, 
like his northern neighbour, the " Hog of Boeotia," and in 
Arcadia music was universally cultivated as an antidote to the 
harsh influence of the climate of the hills. The effect was 
the greater because the Hellenes never overcame, or even 
attempted to overcome, the natural difficulties of their home, 
which indeed are still unconquered. Their houses were not 
adapted to reduce the variation in the temperature to a 
minimum; there were no careful appliances for storing water 
when needed, and for preventing the overflow when super­
abundant. The inhabitants accepted the circumstances and 
conditions around them, regarding the natural arrangement 
as divine, and therefore excellent.* 

In Greece one of two features of scenery, if not both, is 
always present to the eye, the mountains and the sea. With 
the first we identify the love of home, with the second the 
love of change, both qualities eminently characteristic of the 
Greeks in the best period of their history. The inhabitants 
of the hilly districts which were not in contact The inhabitants 
with the sea remained for the most part peasants of the Hills-
and tillers of the soil. Neither in politics nor in manners 
did they advance beyond a somewhat primitive stage. The 
account which Polybius gives of the inhabitants of the 

1 See Bent, Cycladea, p. 104 ff. 
* Of. Tac. Ann. I 79. A proposal to alter the course of the Tiber is 

met by the following objection: " Optime rebus mortalium consuluisse 
naturam, quae sua ora fluminibus, suos cursus, utque originem ita 
fines dederit; spectandas etiam religiones majorum, qui sacra et lucos 
et aras patriis amnibus dicaverint." 
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Arcadian district of Cynaethia in his day describes them 
as little better than savages. The Dorians of Sparta, though 
greatly superior to their northern neighbours, were intel­
lectually slow and unenterprising. On the other hand, the 
Ionians of the coast were volatile and fond of adventure, 
ever eager for some new thing. How much of this contrast 
is due to the influence of the sea is best shown by comparing 
the Spartans with their kinsmen at Corinth and Corcyra. 
The former distrusted everything that was new or strange; 
The Dorians but the Corinthians and Corcyraeans, at an 
on the Sea. early period, were the ablest and most adven­
turous seamen of antiquity, though unequal to the Athenians 
in intellectual capacity and force. 

The Greeks enjoyed their climate and their country. They 
loved an out-door life ; every man on his own farm, watching 
the growth of his vines or fig-trees, or "resting on the 
Climate and violets by the spring." It was with much 
Country Life. vexation of spirit that the Athenians in the 
country broke up their homes and transferred themselves to 
the city to escape the invasion of the Peloponnesians, nor did 
the city ever recover from the ruin of a vigorous peasantry. 
The peculiarities of the climate left traces on the religion and 
character of the inhabitants. In Attica, Athena was wor­
shipped as Aglaurus, the bright, and as Erse, the dew. She 
was the goddess of the air whose power withered the vegeta­
tion, and who also gave the dew which refreshed the parched 
and exhausted earth. Moreover, the warm climate, which 
made comparatively little demands on physical endurance, 
joined with the poorness of the soil, tended to create among 
the Greeks a degree of frugality such as we can hardly realise. 
A few olives, bread and wine, were enough for the sujDport of 
life. Luxury was not indeed unknown among them, but it 
rarely took the grosser shapes which were common at Rome. 
And in most parts of the country the bright air and perpetual 
change of scenery saved the inhabitants from the depression 
which seeks relief in excess. 

Living in a beautiful country, the appreciation of beauty 
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became to the Greeks a second nature. In their temples and 
statues they quickly passed beyond the first rude stages of 
architecture and sculpture; they adopted the style of building 
peculiarly suited to their land, and carried it out with exquisite 
finish. Though they were not all equally gifted, it is a signifi­
cant fact that the Arcadians of the remote village of Phigalea 
commemorated their deliverance from the plague by the erec­
tion of a beautiful temple. This was the highest form their devo­
tion could take; it was the gift, in their judgment, most pleasing 
to the god.1 The same feeling for beauty shows 
itself in the Greek rendering of the human or 
animal form. Disregarding conventionality, they recognise 
the truth that life is the source of beauty. Every object re­
presented in art must be full of life and power, and the grace 
which arises from the perfect use of power. Without attempt­
ing to connect too closely the Greek sense of artistic beauty 
with the scenery amid which the Greeks lived, it is not unsafe 
to draw the conclusion that, in a country where all delight 
in out-door life was entirely repressed, such a sense, even if 
present, would have quickly perished. Nor would it have 
been possible in a moister climate to expose statuary to the 
open air, and make the noblest works of the sculptor a 
possession of the whole people. 

In the imagination of the Greeks, the land in which they 
lived had once been the dwelling-place of the gods, or had 
been visited by them in the likeness of men. On every 
hand they found traces of these divine inhabi- sacredness of 
tants. From one end to the other the land was the Earth, 
filled with temples, shrines, and sacred groves (cUcr̂ ), where 
the deities might dwell in undisturbed possession and receive 
the offerings of their worshippers. Even the lonely hills, the 
forests, and the springs had their deities; the very trees and 
flowers were sacred. Over the olive watched the eye of 
Athena and Zeus Morios; the bay was sacred to Apollo, the 
white poplar to Heracles. When carried away by Hades, 

1 Paus. viii. 41, 8. 


