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ARTICLES 

OF 

AGREEMENT AND ASSOCIATION, 

CONSTITUTING T H E 

MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY, 
AND 

PROVIDING FOR THE GOVERNMENT THEREOF. 

WHEREAS Samuel F . B. Morse, Leonard D. Gale, and Alfred Vail, by their 
Attorney, Amos Kendall, and Francis 0. J. Smith in his own right, sole Pro­
prietors, under the Letters Patent of the United States, of the right to con­
struct and use Morse's Electro-Magnetic Telegraph on the main line of 
communication from the city of New-York, through Philadelphia and Bal­
timore, to the city of Washington, have, by Deed of Trust bearing even date 
herewith, conveyed the said exclusive right to W. W. Corcoran and B. B. 
French, in trust for the use of the said proprietors and the subscribers to 
the stock of the Magnetic Telegraph Company, with the limitations, under 
the conditions, and in the manner set forth in said Deed and in these 
Articles of Association, we, whose names are hereunto affixed, do hereby 
constitute ourselves into a Joint Stock Company, to be called the T H E 
MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY, for the purpose of constructing and 

carrying on a line of said Telegraph from New York to Washington, as 
aforesaid, according to the following principles and regulations, viz :— 

FUNDAMENTAL CONDITIONS. 

1. No member of this Company shall be held to any individual liability 
beyond the amount of capital stock subscribed by him. No Trustee, or 
Agent of the Company, shall be authorized to contract any debt or obliga­
tion creating a charge upon the members individually, or upon any other 
fund than the capital stock, property, and income of the Company. This 
limitation of their power shall be advertised in every State, District, or Ter­
ritory, where they may transact business, and shall, in the most effective 
form, be incorporated in every contract. 

2, The line or lines of Magnetic Telegraph which may be constructed by 
this Company, shall be opened alike to all men and all public authorities 
who shall tender and pay the regular charges which may be fixed upon for 
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its use, and the first to come shall be first served, without regard to sex, 
wealth, or station ; subject to reasonable limitations as to time, as may be 
hereafter prescribed: except that a preference may be given to the Govern­
ment in great public emergencies, and to promote the arrest of fugitives 
from justice, and prevent* the commission, or consummation of crimes. 

3. The Grantors of the Patent Right shall not establish, nor shall they 
grant to others the power to establish, any other line of Telegraph for the 
purpose of communicating between any two points on the line conveyed by 
them in trust for the use of this Company, nor shall they send, or authorize 
the sending of communications, which should appropriately pass over this 
line, by any more circuitous or indirect line ; but this Company shall be also 
bound to transmit such communications over their line without other charge 
than a due proportion of the revenue arising therefrom, based on the rela­
tive distance they may pass over this and other lines. This Company shall 
also be bound to connect with local side lines, on condition of receiving all 
the charges arising on matter sent over any part of their lines and outward 
upon such local lines, or on such other terms as may be agreed upon by the 
parties interested. 

4. The Grantors of the Patent Right reserve to themselves, and their 
assigns, the right to decide when any extension or improvements, other than 
mere repairs, not provided for by the funds already subscribed, shall be made 
to this line of Telegraph ; but the subscribers who shall have advanced the 
first fifteen thousand dollars, or the assignees of their stock, shall be offered 
the privilege of furnishing the necessary funds to make such extensions or 
improvements, on the same terms with their original subscriptions. If, 
after due public notice, they fail or refuse to do so, for the period of thirty 
days, the Grantors shall be at liberty to procure such funds from others, 
who, in subscribing to the Articles of Association and the Regulations of 
this Company, shall become members thereof, with all the rights and privi­
leges of original subscribers. 

5. Should the Grantors of the Patent Right, or their assigns, desire to 
construct lines of Telegraph east, west, north, or south, on any of the great 
lines of communication connected with the line owned by this Company, 
they shall give a preference to the members of this Company in raising the 
necessary funds. 

6. The Grantors of the Patent Right reserve to themselves and their 
assigns, the power to dispose of the entire exclusive privilege secured by 
Morse's Patent for the whole United States, to the Government of said 
States in one general bargain or arrangement, under any law or resolution 
that shall be passed by the twenty-ninth Congress for that purpose ; but in 
that event, they shall pay over to the holders of the stock which may have 
been issued to those subscribers, who shall have paid in the first forty-five 
thousand dollars, or any part thereof, of the capital stock of this Company, 
twice the amount paid in ; and if the stock representing such payments 
shall be, at the time, bona fide above par in the stock market, the amount 
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paid to them shall be the market value of such stock. On the completion 
of such payments, this Company shall be ipso facto dissolved. 

7. For fifty dollars paid in by subscribers to construct, extend, or improve 
this line of Telegraph, a certificate for one share of one hundred dollars 
shall be issued by the Trustees, another share to be added, or another certi­
ficate to be issued, for every additional fifty dollars. Cotemporaneously 
certificates of stock in the same form, and to the same amount, shall be 
issued to the Grantors of the Patent Right, to each in proportion to his inter 
est, so that the amount of stock issued to them and to the subscribers 
respectively, shall always be the same. These certificates of stock shall state 
on their face, that the shares they represent are not subject to future assess­
ment, and also the mode of their transfer. 

8. If any subscriber to the capital stock, shall fail to pay any instalment 
for a period exceeding fifteen days after notice given by the Trustees, he 
shall forfeit all the rights and privileges herein secured to him, and new 
subscribers may be admitted to supply the deficiency, on the same terms. 

The foregoing provisions shall be unalterable by any vote or act of the 
Company, so as to effect any right or privilege herein reserved or secured to 
any subscriber, or any of the Grantors of the Patent Right, without the 
direct consent of every individual to be thus affected. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF TRUSTEES. 

9. The Trustees shall have the power, and it shall be their duty, forth­
with to appoint the necessary agents, and take steps to secure the right of 
way, to construct a line of Telegraph, consisting of one or two wires, from 
New York to Philadelphia, and from time to time, call in such instalments 
of the capital stock as may be requisite for that purpose. After the Com­
pany shall provide a Treasurer, all monies collected for or belonging to the 
Company shall be paid to the Treasurer for the time being, who shall pay 
out the same only upon the written order of a majority of the Trustees.— 
But until a Treasurer shall be appointed, the Trustees shall perform the 
duties of Treasurer. 

10. They shall prepare forms of certificates, and regulate transfers of 
stock, and audit all accounts for expenditures made in the construction or 
management of the Telegraph, and generally to superintend the financial 
interests of the Company. 

11. They shall prepare a tariff of charges, and a system of regulations for 
the management of the Telegraph, which they shall submit to a meeting of 
the stockholders, to be called in due time, before the line from New-York 
to Philadelphia shall be ready to go into operation. 

12. They shall call special meetings of the stockholders whenever emer­
gencies may require i t ; and it shall be the duty of the Trustees, to call a 
special meeting of the Stockholders whenever they are requested in writing 
so to do by Stockholders owning or representing one third or more of the 
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stock, and if either of said Trustees shall neglect or refuse to call such 
meeting when so requested, it shall be competent for the other Trustee, or 
in case their number be increased beyond two, for a majority of the Trus­
tees to call such meeting; and in case they shall neglect or refuse to act in 
the premises aforesaid, then the Stockholders owning or representing one 
third or more of the Stock, shall have power to call such meeting by adver­
tisement in some newspaper in the city of Washington. 

13. They shall keep a record of their proceedings, and a record of emis­
sion and transfer of stock, all which at every meeting shall be laid before 
the Stockholders. 

14. They shall execute all papers necessary to vest a joint interest in the 
trust property in any additional Trustee or Trustees, who may be appointed 
by the Stockholders, in pursuance of these articles of agreement. 

15. A Trustee shall not be responsible for acts of which he knows nothing, 
or knowing them, records his dissent. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

16. In all meetings of the Company, after the issue of Certificates of Stock, 
the Stockholders shall be entitled to one vote for each share held by them 
respectively ; but no one Stockholder shall give more than one sixth part of 
the aggregate vote of the Company. The holders of a majority of the Stock 
shall constitute a quorum to do business; and every question shall be 
decided by a majority of votes, provided such majority shall embrace one third 
of the Stock. Stockholders may vote in person, or by agents constituted for 
that purpose in writing. 

17. Regular meetings shall be held annually or semi-annually, as the Com­
pany may hereafter decide. At any regularly called meeting of this Com­
pany, it shall be competent for the Company in the manner of deciding any 
other proposition to divest the Trustees of all the powers herein vested, 
excepting the trust of the title of said Letters Patent, and the issuing of 
Certificates of Stock, and to transfer the same to and invest them in a Board 
of Directors to consist of not less than five persons, to be thereafter elected 
at each annual meeting of the Company, and to continue in office until new 
Directors shall be elected; and thereafter such directors shall do and per­
form all the duties otherwise devolved upon the Trustees as herein provided, 
and generally to superintend the administrative concerns of the Company, 
and all officers and agents not herein specially provided and instructed, 
shall be subject to the direction of the Directors, And in like manner, the 
Company shall elect from time to time a President, and Secretary, and Trea­
surer; the former of whom shall preside at all meetings of the Stockholders, 
and the Secretary shall keep and preserve the records of the doings of the 
Stockholders at all meetings by them holden; to be opened at all times to 
the inspection of Stockholders. The President for the time being, shall 
countersign all Certificates of Stock that shall be issued by the Trustees.— 
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The Treasurer shall, whsn required, give bond to the Trustees for the ben­
efit of the Company; satisfactorily secured, for the faithful discharge of his 
duties ; he shall keep an account of all his' receipts and disbursements, and 
return a true transcript thereof quarterly to the Trustees, who shall lay the 
same before the Stockholders, at their next succeeding meeting. 

18. One or more Trustees may be added to the number now appointed, at 
regular meetings of the Company, or at special meetings called for the 
purpose. 

19. The compensation of the Trustees shall be fixed by the Stockholders, 
and that of all other agents by the Trustees, subject to revision by the Stock­
holders at their next regular meeting, or at a special meeting called for the 
purpose. 

20. The powers of the Trustees may be enlarged or diminished by the 
Stockholders at any regular meeting, or any meeting specially called for 
that purpose; but no such enlargement or diminution shall affect the title 
to the trust property, or the rights of subscribers, of Stockholders, or of the 
Grantors of the Patent Right and their assigns, as secured and set forth in 
the fundamental articles of this Association, without their unanimous 
consent. 

The undersigned having read the foregoing articles of agreement, do each 
for himself, and not jointly with others, hereby approve and ratify the same, 
and agree to be governed thereby, and we do, severally and not jointly, here­
by ratify and confirm all acts of the Magnetic Telegraph Company, or of the 
members thereof* done by them jointly, or individually, under the limita­
tions and restrictions in accordance with the provisions in the foregoing 
articles contained, in as full a manner as if we were at all times present and 
consenting thereto, and do adopt them as if done by ourselves. 

Done at the City of Washington, on the Fifteenth day of May, A. D > 1845, 
as witness our hands respectively : 

SAMUEL F. B. MORSE, ^ CHAS. G. PAGE, 
LEONARD D. GALE, | T. L. & A. THO. SMITH, 
ALFRED VAIL. )• A. THO. SMITH, 

By their Attorney in fact | JNO. M. BRODHEAD, 
AMOS KENDALL. J J. C. BRODHEAD, ) 

FRANCIS 0. J. SMITH, By J. M. BROADHEAD. $ 
B. B. FRENCH, AMOS KENDALL, 
KELLER & GREENDUGH, > P. G. WASHINGTON, 

By J. J. GEEENOUGH. 5 JOHN E. KENDALL, 
CHARLES MONROE, CORCORAN & RIGGS, 
DANIEL GOLD, JNO J. HALEY, 
E. CORNELL, ELIPHALET CASE, 
A. WARREN PAINE, By F. 0 . J. SMITH. 
JAS. A. Mc LAUGHLIN, 

Witness to and including all to the name of C, G. Page. 

J. A. KENNEDY. 
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AN ACT TO INCORPORATE 

THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland, That 
Samuel F. B. Morse, B. B. French, George C. Pennyman, Henry J. Rogers, 
John S. McKim, J. R. Trimble, William M. Swain, John 0. Stems, A. Sidney 
Doane, and their associates, who have acquired from said Morse the right to 
construct and carry on the Electro Magnetic Telegraph by him invented an^ 
patented through this State, on the route leading from the City of Washing­
ton, to the City of New-York, are hereby created a Corporation and body 
politic for the purpose of erecting and maintaining a line of said Telegraph 
on the route aforesaid, and transmitting intelligence by means thereof, 
under the name and style of the Magnetic Telegraph Company. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted &c. The stock of said Company shall 
consist of shares of one hundred dollars each, to be issued in such propor­
tions to the original owners of the patent right, and to those who have 
heretofore or, may hereafter furnish funds for the construction and improve­
ment of said line of Telegraph, as the said owners and subscribers have 
heretofore or may hereafter agree upon.—Provided, that when the basis on 
which such stock shall be issued has been once fixed, it shall not thereafter 
be altered, Provided further, that the funds to be raised for the construction 
of said Telegraph putting the same in operation, and from time to time 
adding to and improving it, shall be only sufficient for these purposes, and 
shall not be invested or employed for any other purpose whatever. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted &c. Said Corporation shall have the 
power to build or purchase any connecting or side lines in this State, having 
acquired the right to do so from the owners of Morse's Patent, and may 
enlarge their capital for that purpose. 

Section 4. Be it further enacted &c. The persons named in the first 
section of this act, or any four of them, shall call a meeting to be held on 
the first Tuesday of July next, of the corporate body hereby created, giving 
three weeks notice of the time and place of meeting in at least one newspa­
per, published in the Cities of Philadelphia, New-York, Trenton in the State 
of New Jersey, Wilmington in the State of Delaware, Baltimore and the 
City of Washington, for the purpose of choosing a President and Board of 
Directors not exceeding eleven, and of which the President will be one, a 
Secretary and Treasurer for the management of their affairs. 

Annual meetings of said Corporation shall be held on the first Tuesday of 
July in each year, unless the Stockholders at an annual meeting, shall other­
wise direct; and special meetings shall be called by the President and Dir­
ectors whenever, in their opinion, the interests of the Company may require 
it, or when it may be demanded,by persons holding one third of the stock, 
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Such reasonable notice to be given of the time and place of such meetings 
as may be prescribed by the By-Laws of the Corporation. 

Section 5. Be it further enacted, The President, Directors, Secretary and 
Treasurer shall hold their offices for one year, and until their successors 
shall be elected, and shall exercise such powers pertaining to the building 
•and management of said Telegraph not incompatible with the Constitution 
and Laws of the State, and of the United States, as maybe authorized by the 
By-Laws of said Corporation. 

Section 6. Be it further enacted, &c*, At every Election each share shall 
entitle its holder to one vote, except that no Stockholder shall be entitled to 
give more than one sixth of the entire vote, to which the Stockholders are 
entitled; and absent Stockholders may vote by agents or proxies producing 
written authority. In case of a tie the election shall be decided by lot. 

Section 7. Be it further enacted &c. The Magnetic Telegraph Company 
hereby incorporated shall have power to sue and be sued, complain and 
defend in any Court of Law or Equity, having competent jurisdiction, to 
make and use a common seal, and the same to alter at pleasure ; to purchase 
and hold such real and personal estate, as the lawful purposes of the Cor­
poration may require, and the same to sell and convey when no longer so 
required; to appoint such officers and agents as may be necessary to manage 
the business of the Corporation, and allow them a suitable compensation, 
and to make By-Laws, not inconsistent with any existing law, for the man­
agement of its property, the regulation of its affairs, and the transfer of its 
stock. 

Section 8. Be it further enacted, The Corporation hereby created, shall 
have power by contracts with other persons or bodies politic, to connect 
their lines of Telegraph with lines out of this State* 

Section 9. Be it further enacted &c. The Magnetic Telegraph Company 
shall have power to set up their fixtures along and across any of the roads, 
streets or waters of this State, without its being deemed a public nuisance, 
or subject to be abated by any private person; the said fixtures to be so 
placed as not to interfere with the common use of such roads, streets, and 
waters, or with the convenience of any land owner more than is unavoida­
ble, but the said Corporation shall be responsible for any damages which any 
person, or Corporation may sustain by the erection, continuance, and use of 
such fixtures; and in any action brought for the recovery thereof by the 
owner or possessor of any lands, the damages to be awarded, may at the elec­
tion of such Corporation, include the damage of allowing the said fixtures 
permanently to continue; on payment of which damages the right of the 
Corporation to continue such fixtures shall be confirmed, as if granted by 
the parties to the suit: Provided, that no person or body politic shall be 
entitled to sue for or recover damages as aforesaid until the said Corporation 
after due notice, shall have failed or refused to remove in reasonable time, 
the fixtures complained of. And every person who shall destroy, or commit 
a trespass upon fixtures of said Corporation, erected in pursuance of the 

2 
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authority hereby given, actually interrupting* or with intent to interrupt, 
the operations of the Telegraph, shall pay to the said Corporation, one 
hundred dollars for such offence, and shall be further liable for all damages 
which the said Corporation may suffer in repairing the injury, and in the 
interruption of their business, to be recovered in an action of trespass. And 
if any person incurring the penalty aforesaid, shall through insolvency or 
other cause, be unable, or shall fail to pay the penalty and damages afore­
said, and shall a second time destroy or commit a trespass upon said fixtures, 
he shallbe subject to imprisonment not less than one month, nor over six 
months in the County Jail on conviction thereof, before a Court of compe­
tent jurisdiction. 

Section 10. Be it further enacted &c. That it shall be lawful for the 
Companies hereby incorporated Or others, proprietors of Morse's Electro 
Magnetic Telegraph, to construct lines of Telegraph along the common 
roads and streets of this State, and with the permission of the owners thereof 
along all Turnpikes, Rail Roads and Canals, for the purpose of communica­
ting between any of the towns and villages in this State or beyond its limits, 
and the main lines of said Companies, and with each other, subject to all 
the terms and conditions in this act contained. 

Section 11. Be it further enacted &c. That the said Corporation shall be 
bound on application of any of the officers of this State, or of the United 
States, acting in the event of any war, insurrection, riot or other civil com­
motion or resistance of public authority, or in the prevention or punishment 
of crime, or the arrest of persons charged or suspected thereof, to give to the 
communications of such officers immediate despatch; and if any officers, 
clerk or operator of said Company shall refuse or wittingly omit to, trans­
mit such communications, or shall designedly alter or falsify the same for 
any purpose whatever, he shall be subject to fine and imprisonment in pro­
portion to the aggravation of the offence ; upon conviction thereof before any 
court of competent jurisdiction. For transmiting such communications the 
company shall charge no higher price than for private communications of 
the same length. 

Section 12. Be it further enacted &c. Should the owners of Morse's 
patents or their assignees, acting in pursuance of any agreement which ha3 
been or may be entered into between them and the subscribers, of funds to 
construct said Telegraph, dispose of the said patent to the Government of 
the United States, or should the holders of five sixths of the stock in said 
corporation agree to sell all their property in said Telegraph, and the fix­
tures thereof, to the said United States, then, upon payment of the stipulated 
consideration to the President and Directors of the Magnetic Telegraph 
Company, they shall forthwith distribute the same among the stockholders, 
and by resolution proceed to dissolve said corporation, which resolution 
shall be certified by the President and Secretary thereof, to the Secretary 
of State. 

Section 13. Be it further enacted, That Samuel F, B. Morse, with such 
persons as are noffr or may hereafter become interested as owners of Morse's 
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Patent Right on the route from Baltimore to the western limits of this State, 
or as subscribers of funds to build Morse's Electro Magnetic Telegraph on 
said route, be, and the same are hereby constituted a corporation and body 
politic, under the name and style of the Western Telegraph Company, with 
all the rights, powers, and privileges, and subject to all the duties and 
responsibilities, hereinbefore granted and perscribed to the Magnetic Tel­
egraph Company, and such corporation may be organized and put into 
operation at such time, and in all respects in such way and manner, as to 
a majority of the above named corporation may seem proper, and not be 
inconsistent with the provisions of this act relative to the Magnetic Tele­
graph Company, and the laws of this State. 

Section 14. Be it further enacted, That dividends of so much of the 
profits of the Company as shall be deemed expedient, be declared semi­
annually in the month of January and July in each year, provided that no 
dividend shall be declared which shall impair the capital stock of said 
Company. 

Section 15. Be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect imme­
diately ; and shall be deemed a public act. 

Section 16. And be it further enacted, That this Corporation shall not 
be permitted to issue any note, token, device, scrip, or other evidence of 
debt, to be used as a currency. 

Section 17. And be it further enacted, That this act of Incorporation 
shall enure for thirty years from its passage, and the Legislature secures to 
itself, the right to alter, or annul this act of Incorporation at pleasure. 

R E G U L A T I O N S 

OF THE 

MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 

U N A L T E R A B L E R U L E S . 
1. No member of this Company shall beheld to any individual liability beyond 

the amount of capital stock subscribed by him. No Trustee, or Agent of the 
Company, shall be authorized to contract any debt or obligation creating a charge 
upon the members individually, or upon any other fund than the capital stock, 
property, and income of the Company. 

2. The line or lines of the Magnetic Telegraph which may be constructed by 
this Company, shall be open alike to all men and all public authorities who shall 
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tender and pay the regular charges which may be fixed upon for its use, and the 
' first to come shall be the first served, without regard to sex, wealth or station ; 
subject to reasonable limitations as to time, as may be hereafter prescribed • 
except that a preference may be given to the Government in great public emergen­
cies, and to promote the arrest of fugitives from justice, and to prevent the com­
mission, or consummation of crimes.—(See Articles of Association, 1, 2.) 

POWER OF THE P R E S I D E N T . 

3. A resolution adopted by the Board of Directors provides, that " The Presi­
dent of this Company be, and he is empowered to appoint all the Agents and 
Officers of this Company, the appointment of whom is vested in the Board of Direc­
tors ; that he be empowered to make rules and regulations for the government 
of the offices, not inconsistent with any action heretofore had by the Stockholders 
on this subject; and that he shall see the several offices are provided with every 
thing necessary to carry on effectually and promptly the business of the Company. 
That he have the general supervision of the line of Telegraph, and the power of 
removing from office any officer or agent by him appointed, whenever he may 
deem that the interest of the Company requires it." 

These powers will be exercised to enforce these regulations and such as may be 
hereafter prescribed by the Stockholders, Directors or President; to produce 
order and harmony along the Line; to make the business of the Company agreea­
ble to those engaged in it; and to crown the enterprise with honor and success. 

THE C H I E F O P E R A T O R . 

4. The function of Operator is the main spring of the Telegraph System. The 
Head of each Station will be selected from tbe most expert and faithful Operators 
and will be called the CHIEF OPERATOR. Those who are good clerks as well 
as accomplished Operators, will be preferred. Should Operators or Clerks aspire 
to promotion, they can attain it only by perfecting themselves in both branches of 
duty. 

5. Every Office must have a Head. The Chief Operator will be recognised and 
obeyed as the Head of every Telegraphic Station. The Operators, Clerks, and 
Carriers will be under his absolute direction and control; and for the proper 
exercise of his authority he will be held responsible to the President. 

6. The Chief Operator will recognise no superior but the President, and regard 
no directions which do not come through him, except such as may come directly 
and officially from the Board of Directors or Meetings of the Stockholders ; but 
they are advised to consult resident Directors in cases of doubt or emergency. 

7. The Chief Operator at each Station will assign to each Operator, Clerk, and 
Carrier his duties for the time being, will maintain order, neatness, obedience and 
fidelity in his Office, will enforce the regulations prescribed by the Stockholders, 
Directors and President, and will report to the President all cases of disobedience, 
misconduct and neglect among his subordinates. 
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8. Each Chief Operator and the Clerk in New-York will employ and dismiss at 
pleasure the Carriers allowed at his Station, and will see that those in service 
attend to their duties promptly and faithfully. 

9. The Chief Operator will be held responsible for the proper use and preserva­
tion of all Registers, Magnets, Books, Platinums, Zincs, Acids and other material 
or property belonging to the Company, pertaining to his Office or deposited therein ; 
and whenever any thing of value in his custody becomes in his opinion use­
less to the Company, he shall so report to the President. He will also carefully 
preserve all fragments of platinum, zinc, wire, the residuum of the batteries, paper 
after being used, and all other refuse articles x>f value, to be sold for the benefit of 
the Company. 

10. If the Chief Operator finds it necessary to be absent, he shall designate an 
Operator who shall, for the time being, perform his duties, and report his name to 
the President, for his approval or rejection. Such substitute will be recognised 
and obeyed by all Operators, Clerks, and Carriers attached to the Station. 

11. Chief Operators are prohibited from employing in any capacity whatsoever, 
without the consent of the President, any person who may have been discharged 
for misconduct. 

12. The Chief Operator of each Station will provide himself with a blank book 
of convenient size to be used as a Journal. In this Book he will enter, from day 
to day, all occurrences worthy of note, such as the hour when the Lines are found 
to be in readiness for operation in the morning, all intermissions during the day 
with their causes and duration as far as known, the hour when business,closes at 
night, all serious complaints and the grounds thereof as far as ascertained, the 
refunding of moneys and the reasons therefor, copies or the substance of all his 
letters on the business of the Line, the phenomena exhibited by the battery, mag­
nets, instruments and wires, particularly during thunder storms, and all other 
incidents connected with the business or apparatus which may be auxiliary to the 
cause of science or useful for the information of the President, Directors and 
Stockholders as to the working of their Lines, and the fidelity of Operators, Clerks 
and others employed. These Journals will always be open for the examination 
of the President, Directors and Stockholders, and when full will be delivered to 
the President. 

R U L E S FOR W O R K I N G . 

13. A regulation adopted hy the Stockholders requires that, "The Telegraph 
Offices will be kept open for business every day from sunrise until 10 o'clock 
P. M. except the ordinary hours for morning and afternoon service on the sab­
bath." The Chief Operator, therefore, will so distribute his force and so arrange 
the hours of necessary absence, as to have some competent Operator in the office 
from sunrise to 10 o'clock P. M. each day, ready to send and receive Messages, 
whether any be presented or not. Nor will this regulation be construed tp 
authorize or justify the closing of the office at 10 o'clock P. M. if there be any 
business on hand unfinished. From 10g o'clock A. M. to 1 P. M. and from 3J 
P. M. to 6 P, M. will be considered " the ordinary hours for morning and after­
noon service on the Sabbath," at all the Stations. 
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14. The first business in the morning is to see that the batteries, instruments 
and magnets are in order and to test the Lines. If responses be not obtained 
immediately from all the Stations in connection, a note will be taken thereof and 
the Chief Operator will enter the fact in his Journal, and also the precise time 
answers may be obtained from the delinquent Station or Stations: If within a 
reasonable time, no responses can be obtained, nor any indication of a connec­
tion, it will be taken for granted that the wire is broken, and the Chief Operator 
will take instant measures to have it mended by notifying the proper Inspector, 
sending out any of the Operators or Clerks, or by other more prompt means at his 
discretion. It is the duty of all Operators and Clerks to turn out on such occa­
sions, if required, their extra expenses being provided for. 

15. The Stations are at present tfive, to wit: WASHINGTON, BALTIMORE, 
WILMINGTON, PHILADELPHIA, and JERSEY CITY. 

The respective Telegraphic signs to designate each of these Stations are, 

I For 
J Washington. 

1 w. 

For 
Baltimore. 

B. 

For 1 
Wilmington. j 

Wi. 1 

J For 
J Philadelphia. 

1 P-

For 
Jersey City or New-York; 

N. 

16. Each operator must pay particular attention to his Register and Magnet, 
and see that all parts are in working order during office hours. 

17. While not using the instruments himself, the Operator must be sure that the 
line is connected at his Station, by the connecting button or otherwise. Too 
much care cannot be observed in this respect. 

18. No Operator must attempt to write while another is writing; he must wait 
for the Finish signal which shall be at all Stations (S) three times struck 
thus, 

19. Every communication must begin wi'th the sign of the Stationjsending, 
followed by that of the Station with which he wishes to communicate: For exam­
ple ; Washington wishes to send to Wilmington : The Operator at Washington 
gives the usual sign preliminary to a communication, (to wit, eight dots 
- - ) and then gives W. Wi. to which Wilmington 
responds Wi i i thus (- - - --) Then the Operator at Washington will 
send his message, and after it is understood and acknowledged, will give the 
Finish Signal. 

20. The Operator who receive must, give the usual sign of acknowledgement 
that all is right; to wit (i, i, - - - -) the moment the message is received and 
understood ; and no other Operator must commence writing until he hears this 
acknowledgement; for if any part of the message is obscure, the usual repeat 
( - -) must be given, and when all is understood the Finish signal must be 
made, and not before. 
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21. When any one Operator writes, he writes the same characters on all the 
Registers at every Station through the entire line ; consequently each will know 
for whom any message is intended. All for whom it is not intended, will at once 
stop their Register and Paper reel, and listening to the strokes of the pen, will wait 
for the Finish signal. 

22. An acknowledgement of the receipt of a message must be made at once, 
either by (i, i,) if it is understood, or by figure 1. (- ) which signifies 
" wait a moment" if there is any difficulty. Great care must be taken by all to 
give the Finish Signal as soon as they are done arid not keep the use of the Line 
from the other Stations longer than is absolutely necessary. 

23. If news of a public character is to be sent for more Stations than one, the 
Operator from whose Station it is to be sent, will first give his station sign followed 
by those of the Stations for which it is designed and then write " iVews." Each 
of those Stations will respond in regular order from New York towards Washing­
ton, each one preparing every thing for a long communication, and then writing 
its respective station sign and (i, i,) to signify that it is ready to receive. When 
all have signified their readiness, and all are prepared, then may the sending of 
the News commence, but not before. 

24. Communications must not on any account be copied, or their contents or 
substance revealed at any other Station than those for which they are designed.— 
Any wilful infraction of this rule by any person in the employment of the Com­
pany, shall be visited by the instant dismissal of such person from the service of 
the Company. 

M E S S A G E S . 

Rules for Receiving, Sending and Delivering. 

25. " AH communications to be sent by the Telegraph, must be put m writing 
and handed to the Managers." Messages will be received by the Clerk, if any be 
present; and if not, by any Operator. They will be carejully read over, for the 
purpose of seeing that every word is plainly written, and that they are directed to 
some City or Town with the Street, Number of the House or Place, or otherwise 
in any intelligible manner. If the words or address be not plain, the receiving 
Clerk, will make them so; or if he doubts^ he will refer to the author for explana­
tion, if practicable. 

26. He will then count the words, write the number of words on the paper, and 
receive the money. 

27. He will then number the Message, beginning each morning with No. 1. 

28. He will then enter in his Account of Messages sent, the Number, the name 
of the person sending, the name of the person to whom sent, the number of words, 
the amount charged and received, and the Station where sent, to which will be 
added the name or initial of the Operator sending. 

29. He will then hand it over to the Operator to be forwarded, who will send it 
forthwith, or as soon as the Line is unoccupied. 
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30. " The first to come shall be the first served ; but no individual or combi­
nation of individuals shall have the use of the Telegraph for more than fifteen 
minutes at one time when any other individual is waiting." 

This regulation does not apply to Stations but to individuals waiting at the 
same Station. No Station is permitted to interrupt another Station while it is 
sending Messages over the Line, under any circumstances whatever. Disregard 
of this rule will produce never-ending confusion, render valueless Messages 
already partly sent, curtail the profits of the Company and produce universal 
dissatisfaction. 

31. If a communication cannot be sent in due time5 or, being sent, does not 
reach its destination through the fault or delay of the Telegraph, so that the 
object of the writer is entirely defeated, the money paid for sending it will be 
refunded and a receipt taken therefor. As much imposition may be practised in 
this respect, it must be proved beyond a doubt that the fault is with the Telegraph. 

82. " When a communication is received by Telegraph it will be immediately 
written out and delivered by a Carrier, or retained until called for, or put into the 
Post Office, as the person sending it may request." 

33. Promptitude in writing out and delivering Messages is of the utmost impor­
tance. If a Clerk be not present when a Message is received, any Operator not 
employed, will write it out. The words must be counted, and all particulars 
entered in a Book as in case of Messages sent, together with the name or initial 
of the Carrier to whom it is handed for delivery. 

34. The Chief Operator at each Station is held responsible for the employment 
of a sufficient number of faithful Boys promptly to deliver all Messages by day 
and by night. This is an essential point and must not be omitted. One Boy, and 
if necessary more should be kept in attendance at the larger offices until business 
closes for the night, and also on Sundays. 

35. The Carriers on delivering Messages will inquire whether any answer is to 
be given, and if so, will, if requested, wait a few minutes until it can be prepared 
and carry it with the money paid for sending it, to the Station. For each answer 
so obtained, the Carrier will be entitled to ask and receive of the person sending, 
two cents. It is optional with customers to send answers and money by the Car­
riers or not, and it must be at their own risk. 

36. In case a person to whom a Message is directed cannot be found, the 
Carrier will bring it'back to the Station, and the Chief Operator, having endorsed 
thereon the name of the Carrier, the reason given for returning it and the date> 
will carefully preserve it. No message will be put into the Post Office unless so 
specially directed by the person sending it. If any Carrier shall put into the Post 
Office Messages which he ought to deliver, or shall destroy them, or shall not 
exercise due diligence to find the person to whom they are addressed, the Chief 
Operator shall discharge him from the service. 

A C C O U N T S . 
37. " All charges for the use of the Telegraph must be paid in advance."— 

Such is the positive order of the Stockholders which has been modified under their 
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authority only-so far as relates to Editors' of newspapers who are now permitted 
to make daily payments. However, at the request of any person offering a Mes­
sage and paying for it, Operators are authorised to note that it is to be paid for 
at the Station where sent, and on such notice it shall be the duty of that Station 
to demand payment, and if made, notify the Station whence the Message came, 
which will then refund the amount prepaid. Persons sending Messages may, at 
the same time, deposit money to pay for the answers, notice of which shall 
accompany the Message, thus, a, p, (answer paid for.) 

38. The accounts of Newspaper Editors using the Telegraph must be made out 
and presented every morning, except Sundays, including Saturday in Monday's 
bills, and if the amounts due be not paid and no good reason given therefor, no 
communications will be thenceforth delivered to such delinquent Editor unless 
prepaid at the Station whence forwarded ; and notice of the delinquency will be 
given to all the Stations that nothing more may be sent to said Editors without 
such prepayment. 

39. Every morning except Sunday, each Chief Operator will communicate to 
the Secretary by Telegraph, the amount of the preceding day's receipts, including 
Saturday's receipts in Monday's Report, together with the amount chargeable on 
matter sent to other Stations for Editors not prepaid. 

40. Every Monday morning, each Chief Operator and the Clerk in New York, 
will make reports to the Secretary and Treasurer, exhibiting the business of the 
preceding seven days, separately. 

41. The Treasurer will designate the Banks of Deposit, As often as a sum 
exceeding eighty dollars accumulates in the hands of a Chief Operator or Clerk, 
he will deposit it to the ciedit of the Treasurer of the Magnetic Telegraph Com­
pany (now Geo. H. Hart, Esq. of Philadelphia) in the Bank of Deposit selected 
at the Station; and on the first Monday of every month, he will deposit the 
whole amount on hand, whether more or less, that his account may be closed.— 
Each Chief Operator, except at Jersey City, and the Clerk in New-York, will 
keep a Bank Book, in which he will cause all deposits to the credit of the Trea­
surer to be entered ; and this Book shall be furnished the Treasurer, whenever 
required, to enable him to settle his Bank Account. 

42. To prevent confusion in Accounts, tne Chief Operator at Jersey City, 
instead of depositing his receipts in Bank, will pay them over each day, Sundays 
excepted, to the Clerk of the office in New York, who will make deposits and 
pay all bills arising on both sides of the river, both offices being considered for 
these purposes but one Station. 

43. The Chief Operator at each Station, and the Clerk in New-York, shall con­
tract bills or make expenditures only on the authority of a Director or the Presi­
dent, which bills shall not be paid until the written approval of such Director or 
of the President be inscribed on them with his name signed thereto. 

Bills thus approved may be paid out of any funds in the hands of a Chief 
Operator, or Clerk in New York. All salaries except the President's, may be paid 
in the same way* 

3 
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44. Spepial care must be taken to obtain the approval of a Director or the 
President to all such bills, as the Chief Operator cannot obtain credit without it; 
and as far as practicable, a Director or the President should be consulted before 
any purchase is made or expenditure incurred. 

45. Each Chief Operator and the Clerk in New-York will keep an Account 
with " The Magnetic Telegraph Company" in which he will charge himself with 
the daily receipts of his Station not before charged, and all amounts for property 
sold, if any, and credit himself with the sums paid upon approved bills, the sums 
deposited, and the sums refunded, if any; and on the first Monday of every 
month, he will render an Account Current to the Treasurer, and send with it as 
vouchers all the bills paid by him during the preceding month, and receipts for 
moneys refunded, with an abstract thereof, and shall send a duplicate of such 
Account (without the vouchers) to the Secretary. 

FORM OF MONTHLY ACCOUNT: 

A. B. Chief Operator (or Clerk) at in Account with the Magnetic 
Telepraph Company, Dr. 

1846. Monday, 
Sep't 14. To receipts, as by Weekly Return of this date, $ 
" 21. do do do do 

" 28. do do do do 

Oct. 5. do do do do 

do for property sold, do do 

$ 
Cr. By amounts deposited on the Sept. and 

October, as by Weekly Returns, $ 
By Bills paid, as by abstract, 
By amount refunded, 

The Abstract, accompanying the Monthly Accounts, will contian a description 
of the Vouchers, as follows, viz: 

Voucher No. 1. John Doe; for Candles, $ 
2. Richard Roe, stationary, 
3. Peter Pedestrain, delivering messages, 
4. Oliver Opus, Salary as Operator, 
5. Reuben Return, charge refunded, 

&c. &c. &c, 

46. The Treasurer is authorised to make payments only on Accounts allowed 
by the Committee of Accounts, or by a standing order of the Board. 

47. On the first Monday of every month, the Treasurer will furnish the Secre­
tary with an abstract of all Checks drawn by him on the Deposite Banks, since 
the first Monday in the preceding month inclusive, showing the names of the 
persons in whose favor drawn, the date and the objects, and the Secretary will 
enter the amounts in his Account with the Treasurer. 
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48. At every quarterly meeting of the Directors, the Treasurer will render an 
Account Current exhibiting the balance at the beginning of the Quarter, the 
receipts and disbursements during the Quarter and the balance at its close, with 
all the vouchers upon which payments have been made. To present a full view 
of the business of the Company, the Treasurer will embrace in his Accounts the 
payments made at all the Stations, debiting and crediting himself with the 
amounts, and will lay before the Board all the monthly Accounts of the Chief 
Operators or Clerks with the vouchers. At the same time, the Books of the Trea­
surer and Secretary will be placed before the Board. 

49. The Accounts of the Treasurer, and of the Chief Operators or Clerks, with 
the vouchers and Books pertaining thereto, will be referred to the Committee of 
Accounts, who will immediately enter upon the examination thereof, and report to 
the board. The Treasurer will be held responsible only for improper payments made 
by himself. If such shall have been made by any Chief Operator or Clerk, it will 
be disallowed in his account, and he will be notified and held responsible therefor. 

60. The Treasurer will show, in his Quarterly Account, in what Banks the 
balance on hand, if any, is deposited, and how much in each. 

51. All books whatsoever, pertaining to the business of the Company, kept by 
the Treasurer, Secretary, Chief Operators, or Clerks, will at all times be open for 
examination to the President, or any Director or Stockholder. 

52. At each Annual Meeting of the Stockholders, the Treasurer will lay before 
them a full account, embracing the substance of his Quarterly Accounts, for such 
action as to them may seem proper. 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S . 

53. It is specially enjoined on each Operator and Clerk, t6 maintain silence 
whilst business is progressing, except so far as it may be necessary to speak upon 
the business itself; to observe the strictest decorum towards all customers and 
visitors ; to listen to complaints however unreasonable, with good temper, and 
explain the causes of difficulty and delay as far as known ; to cultivate good feel­
ing with each other, not only in the same Station but throughout the Line; to 
understand the case perfectly before they charge others with delinquency; and all 
angry or impertinent messages sent along the wires from Operator to Operator, 
or from Station to Station, are absolutely prohibited, or if sent must be paid for as 
other messages not pertaining to the business of the Line. 

if 54. " I f any person in the service of the Magnetic Telegraph Company shall, 
knowingly, be instrumental, from motives of favoritism or gain, in sending false, 
or suppressing true information, or shall have any interest, direct or indirect, in 
speculation carried on through the instrumentality of the Telegraph, or shall 
divulge the substance of any private or confidential communication, not criminal 
in its character, or shall give one individual or combination of individuals a pre­
ference over another, otherwise than as authorised by these regulations, or shall in 
any way violate or disregard the duties which this Company owe to the citizen 
and the community, he shall be forthwith discharged, and held forever disquali­
fied for employment in its affairs." 
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55. " It shall be the duty of the Managers of the Telegraph, whenever the 
proper officers of the States or of the United States, or the police officer of any 
City, Town or Borough, shall present a communication, with the amount of the 
established charge, and shall alledge that the immediate transmission is rendered 
necessary by the emergencies of the public service, or to promote the arrest of 
any fugitive from justice, or prevent the commission or consummation of crime, 
to give to said officers, if need be, a preference over private citizens in forwarding 
such information." 

56. " The arrival of every Steamer from Europe shall be Telegraphed gratis 
to every Station on the line, as soon as known in New York, and posted upon a 
bulletin for the information of the public." 

The object of the Company in this regulation being to put the public on their 
guard, and prevent improper speculations upon the foreign news, precedence will 
be given to this annunciation over every thing else j but no precedence will be 
given to the Steamer's News. 

57. Communications after being forwarded, will, if required, be returned to the 
party sending them ; but in that event they must be stamped with the office 
stamp, dated, and the name of the Operator who sent them, with the fact of their 
return be entered in the Journal. A memorandum of the number of such com­
munication with the amount paid upon it, will, at the same time, be placed upon 
the file of Messages sent. 

58. At least once a week, the Chief Operator of each station will seal up in a 
packet the copies of Messages remaining on hand, with the memoranda of those 
returned, noting on the back the days to which they belong; and will carefully 
preserve them for future reference. 

59. It is forbidden to Operators and Clerks to read any communication with 
which they have no concern, or to speak, out of the office or in it, of the contents 
of such as may necessarily be read by them, whatever may be their character, 
except that when there is reason to believe a communication is connected with a 
crime committed or in contemplation, it shall be the duty of the Operator or Clerk 
to communicate his suspicions with his reasons therefor to the Chief Operator. 
Disregard of this prohibition will be considered an offence of the same character 
as breaking the seal of a letter, and if indulged in, no matter from what motive, 
will be punished by dismissal from the service of the Company. 

60. Messages authorizing or acknowledging the payment of money, or convey­
ing authority to draw, or giving notice of the acceptance of drafts, or the drawing 
of Lottery Tickets, or relating to other pecuniary matters, must be scrutinized 
with peculiar care, as well to prevent mistakes as to guard against frauds. 

OTHER LINES. 

61. When a Message is offered for any place on another Line of Telegraph, 
East, North, West, or South, the Chief Operator, until otherwise ordered, will add 
to the established charge of the Company, the charge of the Company owning 
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the connecting Line, and require the whole to be paid in advance ; and the Chief 
Operator or Clerk at the connecting point, will hand over the Message as soon 
as received, and pay the charge for transmitting it. 

62. In like manner, the Chief Operators or Clerks, at connecting points, 
when Messages coming from another Line are handed for transmission over all 
or any part of this Line, will require the established charge of this Company to 
be pre-paid, and in every respect treat them as original communications. 

63. If any person shall desire to send a Message over any part of this Line, 
destined for any Post Office at a distance, and shall wish to pay the postage in 
addition to the telegraph charge, the Chief Operator or Clerk will receive it, and 
notify the Operator at the other end by the letters M. P. P. [mail postage paid,] 
who will put it into the Post Office and pay the postage. 

ADDITIONAL R E G U L A T I O N S . 

64. At the last Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Directors, a Superintendent 
of the entire Line from New-York to Washington was appointed, whose duties 
were defined as follows, viz: 

Resolved, " That it be the duty of the Superintendent, under the general instruc­
tions of the President, to procure materials, employ hands and superintend repairs 
of the Line, and the erection of all additional wires and posts j to make all needful 
arrangements for the inspection of the Line, and the mending of breaks; to see 
that the stations are kept constantly supplied with acids, magnets, zincs, cups, 
quicksilver, paper, and whatever else may be necessary to the uninterrupted and 
efficient performance of their several duties; to visit the several stations and 
instruct the Operators and Clerks, so as to produce the utmost promptitude and 
uniformity in keeping the books, and the mode of doing business throughout the 
Line ; taking care that reports shall be made, and accounts kept in accordance 
with such forms as may be agreed! upon by the Secretary and Treasurer, and 
approved of by the President; to investigate complaints apparently reasonable, and 
if any one in the service of the Company be in fault, report the same to the Presi­
dent : to cause all property no longer useful, and all refuse articles of value to be 
sold, and the proceeds deposited to the credit of the Treasurer; to take care that 
the property of this Company be kept separate from the property of other Compa­
nies with which we connect, and that none of their property be used by our Clerks4 

or Operators, and none of ours by their Clerks or Operators ; but this regulation is 
not intended to prohibit the accommodation of other Companies by sales for cash, 
whenever it can be done without inconvenience: To cause an account to be 
opened in each office, charging the Chief Operator with all the property now on 
hand, and hereafter delivered to it, and crediting him with the amount consumed, 
transferred to another office, or sold ; causing said accounts to be balanced once 
in six months, commencing with the first of January next, and furnishing the 
Board of Directors with a tabular statement, showing the consumption by each 
office of each article, with an explanatory report: To make to the President from 
time to time such suggestions as may occur to him as to regulations, instructions 
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or whatever else, requiring the interposition of his authority, which may tend to 
promote regularity, efficiency, or the productiveness of the Line; To make a 
general report to the President and Directors at each quarterly meeting, giving a 
detail of his operations for the quarter, and submitting such practical remarks and 
recommendations for the improvement of the service as his observation and expe­
rience may have enabled him to suggest: To see that the regulations prescribed 
by the Stockholders, Directors, and President, be strictly observed by all the Opera­
tors, Clerks, and Carriers, and report to the President all cases of wilful or incor­
rigible neglect of such regulations, or instructions in conformity therewith, given 
by the President or himself; and to perform such other services connected with 
the business of the Line as the President may from timejo time prescribe." 

All Operators, Clerks, Inspectors, Carriers, and others engaged in the service 
of the Company, will regard the instructions given by the Superintendent within 
the scope of his powers, as implicitly as if given by the President himself. 

65. The Superintendent is authorized to discharge at will all persons employed 
by him in the service of the Company, and is required to report to the President 
incorrigible cases of carelessness or neglect in Operators and Clerks, and all cases, 
of wilful malversation. 

66. In all cases involving prices, sums of money or quantities, the price, sums 
or quantity will be given both in letters and figures. Thus : Seventy-five cents, 
75 cts: one hundred dollars, 100 dolls, twenty pounds, 20lbs, one thousand 
bushels, 1000 bush. &c. &c, and the Clerk or Operator, writing out the message, 
will take particular notice to see that the letters and figures correspond. 

67. Mistakes arise from Operators not leaving sufficient space between words, 
but running their letters together as if there were but one word in a Message: 
Care must be taken to leave a distinct space at the end of every word. 

All which is enjoined for careful observance. 

AMOS KENDALL, Pres't. Mag. Tel. Co. 
NOVEMBER, 1846. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS 

OF T H E 

STOCKHOLDERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

Copy of the original list of subscribers to the stock of the Magnetic Telegraph 

Company, and the amount subscribed by each. 

Corcoran & Riggs, $1 000 j Amount brought u p , . . . 8 350 
B. B. French, 1 000 John M. Brodhead,. 1 000 
Eliphalet Case, 1 000 Chas. G. Page, 500 
Chas. Monroe, 1 000 Geo. Templeman, 200 
Peter G. Washington,. 200 { Henry J. Rogers, (Bait.) 100 
John J. Haley, (N. York) 500 J. W. Murphy, (Bait.) 100 
John E. Kendall, 300 A. W. Paine, 500 
Jas. A. McLaughlin, 350 I F . O. J. Smith, 2 750 
Amos Kendall,. 500 \ J. Black, 200 
E. Cornell, (N. York,) 500 I Keller & Greenough, 500 
Daniel Gold, 1 000 J. C. Brodhead, (Boston,) . . . . 500 
SimonBrown, 500 T. L. & A. T. Smith, 200 
A. J. Glossbrenner, 500 j A. Thos. Smith, 100 

$8,350 $15 000 

Appointment of Agents to construct a line of Telegraph from New-York 
to Philadelphia, and their instructions. 

MESSRS. AMOS KENDALL AND FRANCIS O. J. SMITH : 

Gentlemen:—As Trustees of the " Magnetic Telegraph Company " We 
appoint you agents to proceed to New-Jersey and New-York to obtain upon 
the most advantageous terms practicable, the right of way for the construc­
tion of aline of Telegraph between the Cities of Philadelphia and New-York, 
within the limits of the rail roads, or if that be not practicable, in the next 
best line that shall be so ; and also to proceed to adopt the most speedy and 
economical measures for the procurement of materials and the construction 
of the line, of one or two wires, over the route mentioned. We shall call 
in at once an instalment of twenty per cent, upon the subscription to the 
stock, which will be placed subject to your order in the city of New-York, 
at the Bank of America, to meet your expenditures ; and thereafter, we shall 
call in subsequent instalments as may be needed in the progress of the 
work. 
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You will take and preserve vouchers in all cases practicable, of your 
expenditures, to accompany your accounts for adjustment. We shall expect 
you to apprise us, as often as may be needful for our proper information, of 
your proceedings and of the progress of the work. 

Confiding largely in your judicious exercise of the duties thus assigned 
you in this matter, we will indulge the hope that the results may be satis­
factory and creditable to all parties interested. 

If any contract shall be made by you, for which payment in future may be 
involved, you will see that the provisions of the 1st. Section of the Com­
pany's Articles of Association, in respect to public notice of the immunity 
of the members of the Company from liability are strictly observed. 

Most respectfully, your ob't. servt,s. 

Signed W. W. CORCORAN,) Trustees of the 
B. B. FRENCH, j Mag. Telegraph Co. 

Washington City, May 16th, 1845. 

In conformity with the foregoing letter of appointment, Messrs. Kendall 
and Smith proceeded to New-York, and commenced their operations as 
agents—they continued to act together until the 22nd day of July, 1845, 
when Mr. Smith resigned his agency. 

Mr. Kendall then proceeded with the business of the Company as sole 
agent. 

The Trustees called in the instalments, 20 per cent, at a time, upon the 
capital stock subscribed, until the 1st day of November, when the 5th and 
last instalment was called in. 

A meeting was called by the Trustees, by advertisement in the newspapers 
of the City of Washington, to be held at the Magnetic Telegraph Rooms in 
said city, on Saturday, the 8th day of November, 1845, at 4 o'clock P. M. 

NOVEMBER 7th, 1845. 

GENERAL MEETING, 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8th, 1845. 

In conformity with previous notice, given by the Trustees in the news­
papers of the City of Washington, a general meeting of the Stockholders of 
the Magnetic Telegraph Company, formed for the purpose of erecting a line 
of Morse's Telegraph between the cities of New-York and Philadelphia, 
with power of extension to the cities of Baltimore and Washington, was 
held at the Magnetic Telegraph Office in the City of Washington. 

At 4 o'clock P. M. Hon. Amos Kendall, the President of the former meet­
ings of the Company, called the meeting to order. 

Benjamin B. French was appointed Setretary, 


