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THE STORY OF THE NEGRO
VOLUME II

Part IIT |
THE NEGRO AS A FREEMAN



The Story of the Negro

CHAPTER 1

THE EARLY DAYS OF FREEDOM

HE Negro slaves always believed that some
day they would be free. From the Bible —

the only book the masses of the people
knew anything about — they learned the story of
the children of Israel, of the house of bondage,
and of forty years of wandering in the wilder-
ness, and they easily learned to apply this story
to their own case. There was always a feeling
among them that some day, from somewhere
or other, a prophet would arise who would lead
them out of slavery. This faith was the source
of the old “freedom songs,” which always had for
the slaves a double meaning. Interwoven with the
religious sentiment and meanings there was always
the expression of a desire and a hope, not alone
for freedom in the world to come, but of freedom
in this world as well.
In their religious meetings, through the medium
not only of these songs, but of their prayers as well,
3
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the coloured people expressed their longing for free-
dom and even prayed for deliverance from slavery,
without apparently arousing the suspicion that they
were thinking of freedom in anything but a spiritual
sense. The following chorus of the plantation song
will illustrate what I mean:

Children, we all shall be free,

Children, we all shall be free,

Children, we all shall be free,
When the Lord shall appear.

One of the indications that the slaves on the
plantation believed, near the close of the war, that
freedom was at hand, was the way in which they
began singing, with new fervour and energy, those
freedom songs to which I have referred.

There was one of them which ran this way:

We’ll soon be free,

We'll soon be free,
When de Lord will call us home.

The Negroes, in certain parts of South Caro-
lina, sang this song with so much fervour at the
beginning of the Civil War that the authorities
put them in jail, in order to stop it, fearing it might
have the effect of arousing the slaves to insurrection.

Another indication that the masses of the slaves
felt during the war that freedom was at hand was
the interest in which they took, particularly after
the emancipation proclamation had been issued,
in “Massa Linkum,” as they called the President of
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the United States, and in the movements of the
Union armies. In one way and another many of
the slaves of the plantations managed to keep
pretty good track of the movements of the different
armies and, after a while, it began to be whispered
that soon all the slaves were going to be free. It was
at this time that the slaves out in the cabins on the
plantations began to pray for the success of “Massa
Linkum’s soldiers.” I remember well a time when
I was awakened one morning, before the break of
day, by my mother bending over me, where I lay
on a bundle of rags in the corner of my master’s
kitchen, and hearing her pray that Abraham Lincoln
and his soldiers might be successful and that she and
I might some day be free.

The plantation upon which my mother lived was
in a remote corner of Virginia, where we saw almost
nothing of the war, except when some of those who
had gone away as soldiers were brought home dead,
and it was not until the very close of the war that a
party of Union soldiers came through our part of
the country and carried off with them a few of the
slaves from our community. In other parts of
the country, however, freedom came much earlier.
Wherever the Union armies succeeded in penetrating
the South, work on the plantation ceased, and large
numbers of the slaves wandered off on the trail of
the army to find their freedom. I have frequently
heard older people of my race tell the story of how
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freedom came to them, and of the sufferings which
so many of them endured, during this time.

One of the curious things about the Emancipation
Proclamation of January 1, 1863, was that it probably
did not immediately confer freedom on a single slave.
This was because it was limited in its application to
those territories over which the Federal armies had
no control. In the Border states and wherever the
Union armies were established the institution of
slavery remained, nominally at least, as it had been.

On the other hand, wherever the Federal armies
entered upon slave territories, no-matter what theory
the Government held to, it was found impossible in
practice to maintain the slave system. The first
proclamation of emancipation was, as a matter of
fact, General Butler’s ingenious phrase which termed
the Negro fugitives who came into the Union lines
“contraband of war.” Theoretically, these fugitives
were still merely property of the enemy which had
fallen into the hands of the Federal army, but
actually to be “contraband’ meant to be free, and
from that time on Federal officers were everywhere at
liberty to receive and protect fugitive slaves who
came into their hands.

The result of this was that wherever the Federal
armies went slavery ceased. As a consequence
thousands of these homeless and helpless people
fell into the hands of the Federal commanders.

When General Grant entered Northern Mississippi
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the refugees became so numerous that he detailed
Chaplain John Eaton, of the Twenty-seventh Ohio
Infantry, afterward colonel of a Negro regiment, to
organise them and set them to work picking the
cotton which was then ripe in the fields.

In a somewhat similar manner at Fortress Monroe,
Virginia, Washington, District of Columbia, Beaufort
and Port Royal, South Carolina, Columbus, Ken-
tucky, and Cairo, Illinois, large numbers of the Freed-
men had been collected into camps and the problem
of dealing with the Negro in freedom was brought, in
this way, for the first time definitely before the North-
ern people for solution. Freedmen were to be gov-
erned, to be educated and, in general, to be started
in the new life of freedom which was now open to
them. The difficulties that presented themselves
were appalling, and immediately aroused the deepest
sympathy and concern among the people in the
Northern states.

As an indication of some of the unusual problems
that presented themselves to the Union officers, who
were in command at the points I have named, I may
refer to an incident which occurred in New Orleans.
A free Negro, by the name of John Montamal, had
married a woman who was a slave. From the sav-
ings of a small business he had purchased his wife
for six hundred dollars, so that he stood to her in the
relation of owner as well as husband. As a conse-
quence his children were his slaves. At the time
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the Union soldiers arrived in the city his only sur-
viving child was a bright little girl of eleven years of
age, who had had the advantages of a school training
and had become a member of the Catholic Church.
Owing to the troublous character of the times the
father had fallen into debt and, in an evil hour, had
mortgaged his daughter to his creditors, believing
that he would be able to redeem her in time to pre-
vent her being sold. . The war prevented his carry-
ing out this plan, and, as a result, the mortgage was
foreclosed and the child sold at auction by the sheriff.
Under these circumstances the man came before
the Provost Court, which had been established by
General Butler, and sought the restoration of his
daughter. Under the laws of Louisiana, which were
nominally, at least, in force at that time, the girl
would have been doomed to slavery, but the Provost
Judge, Colonel Kinsman, promptly decided that
the law was no longer in force and that when
Louisiana went out of the Union she took her “black
laws’” with her.

Another anecdote, which illustrates the way in
which Union generals ruthlessly disposed of the old
slave laws, is related by James Parton in his his-
tory, “General Butler in New Orleans.” = When
the Union soldiers arrived in New Orleans they
found, in the State Prison at Baton Rouge, children
who had been born in the prison of female coloured
convicts. By the laws of Louisiana these children
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were the property of the State, and if General Butler
had carried out the law he would have sold them as
slaves. When the superintendent applied for orders
with regard to these children, General Butler
promptly decided that they should be taken care of
in the same way as other destitute children, saying
that “possibly the master might have some claim
upon them, but he did not see how the State could
have any.”

Thus it was that the work of what was afterward
called “reconstruction” began in the South wherever
the Union forces obtained possession of the country.
In the Department of General Banks, Louisiana, there
were 0,000 coloured people; 50,000 were employed
as labourers under the direction of the officers of the
army. Under Colonel Eaton seven thousand acres
of cotton land in Tennessee and Arkansas were
leased and cultivated in order to furnish food for
the 10,000 people who were not able to take care
of themselves. In South Carolina General Rufus
Saxton organised Negro regiments, sold confiscated
estates, leased abandoned plantations and assisted
in the building up of the Negro schools that had been
started under Edward L. Pierce.

March 3, 1865, what was known as the Freed-
men’s Bureau was organised under General Oliver
O. Howard, to carry on the work that had been begun
under the Federal generals at the different refugee
camps. For the next four years this Freedmen’s
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Bureau, so far as concerned the Freedman and his
relation to his former master, was in itself a pretty
complete sort of government. In 1868 there were
goo bureau officials scattered throughout the South,
ruling directly and indirectly several millions of men
and women. During that time 30,000 black men
were sent back from the refugee and relief stations
to the farms and plantations. In a single state
50,000 contracts for labour were signed under
the direction of the agents of the Bureau. The
total revenue of $400,000 was derived from the
coloured tenants who had leased lands under the
control of the Bureau.

It was under this Bureau that the Negro schools
were started in every part of the South. Fisk,
Atlanta and Howard universities were established
during this time and nearly $6,000,000 was expended
for educational work, #750,000 of which came from
the Freedmen themselves. Before all its depart-
ments were finally closed something like $20,000,000
was expended by the Bureau in the different branches
of its service.

One of the results of the organisation of the
Freedmen’s Bureau was to give employment to a
large number of ambitious coloured men, and many
representatives of the Negro race, who afterward
became prominent in politics, gained their first
training in this direction as agents of the Freedmen’s
Bureau. Among others who went into politics



THE EARLY DAYS OF FREEDOM i1

through this door were Hiram R. Revels, the first
coloured man to enter the United States Senate, and
Robert C. DeLarge, who was a member of the
Forty-second Congress from South Carolina.

Hiram R. Revels was born at Fayetteville, North
Carolina, September 1, 1822. His parents seem
to have been free Negroes. At any rate they had
been permitted to give him some education while
he was a boy. After he became of age he went
North, entered the Quaker Seminary in Union
County, Indiana, and finally, about the year 1847,
graduated from Knox College, at Galesburg, Illinois.
He became a preacher and lecturer throughout
Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, and Missouri and, at the
breaking out of the war, he was serving as pastor
of the Methodist Church in Baltimore. He assisted in
raising the first coloured regiment that was organised
in the State of Maryland, and afterward organ-
ised a second coloured regiment in Missouri. In
1864 he was at Vicksburg, where he assisted the
Provost Marshal in managing the Freedmen’s
affairs. He spent the next two years in Kansas and
Missouri, preaching and lecturing, and finally settled
at Natchez, Mississippi, where General Adelbert
Ames, the Military Governor, appointed him an
alderman of the city. In January, 1870, he was
chosen United States Senator and on February 25th,
took his seat in Congress.

The announcement that a coloured man had been
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elected to the Senate of the United States created a
great deal of surprise and comment, and the appear-
ance of the new Senator from Mississippi, who was
to take the place that had been occupied by Jeffer-
son Davis, President of the Southern Confederacy,
was waited with great interest. Strenuous efforts
were made to resist, on the ground that it was uncon-
stitutional and unprecedented, the determination
of the Senate to allow him to take his seat. Charles
Sumner made a speech in favour of the admission
of the coloured Senator in which he said: “The
vote on this question will be an historical event,
marking the triumph of the great cause.” Senator
Henry Wilson, the second Senator from Massa-
chusetts, accompanied Mr. Revels to the Vice-
president’s chair where he took the oath. The
chamber and galleries were crowded with spectators
eager to witness the event, which was to give formal
notice to the world that the revolution, which
changed the Negro from a slave into a free man, had
been completed. In the same year two other
Negroes, Joseph H. Rainey from South Carolina
and Jefferson Long from Georgia, were admitted to
Congress. During the next few years coloured men
were representing, either in the Senate or in the House
of Representatives, every one of the seceding states
with the exception of Texas and Tennessee.

The Freedmen’s Bureau went out of existence in

1869 with the proposal by Congress of the Fifteenth
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Amendment* When the bill bringing the Bureau
into existence was under discussion, in 1865, Senator
Davis, of Kentucky had described it as a measure
“to promote strife and conflict between the white
and black races . . . by a grant of unconsti-
tutional power.” This puts in a sentence the objec-
tions that were made to the organisation of the
Bureau in the first instance and the criticisms that
have been passed upon it since. It was unfortunate
that the Freedmen’s Bureau did not succeed in gain-
ing the sympathy and support of the Southern people.
This was the more unfortunate because, during the
four years of its existence, the Freedmen had learned
to look to this Bureau and its representatives for
leading, support and protection. The whole South
has suffered from the fact that the former slaves were
first introduced into political life as the opponents,
instead of the political supporters, of their former
masters. No part of the South has suffered more
on this account, however, than the Negroes them-
selves. I do not mean to say that this rupture could
have been avoided. It was one of the unfortunate
consequences of the manner in which slavery was
brought to an end in the Southern states,

In the early days of their freedom, in spite of the
rather harsh legislation of certain of the Southern

# The Freedmen’s Bureau went out of existence January 1, 1869, with the excep-
tion of its educational work, which was continued to 1872. The Fifteenth Amend-
ment was proposed by Congress February 27, 1869. It was ratified by twenty-nine
states, March 30, 1870. . . . See “The Freedmen’s Bureau,” W. E. Burg-
hardt Du Bois, Atlantic Monthly, March, 1901,
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legislatures, the temper of the Southern Freedmen
was conciliatory. The first move to obtain some
partin the government was made by the Free Negroes
of New Orleans. On November 3, 1863, the free
coloured people of New Orleans held a meeting
and drew up an address to Brigadier-general Shepley
in which they refer to the fact that there are among
them “many of the descendants of those men whom
the illustrious Jackson styled ‘his fellow-citizens,’
when he called upon them to take up arms to repel
the enemies of the country,” adding that they were
at that time paying taxes on property of which the
assessed value was more than nine million dollars.
In consideration of these fact and others they ven-
tured to ask that they be permitted to assist in estab-
lishing, in the new convention, a civil government for
the state.

The next year in that corner of the\State of South
Carolina occupied by the Federal troops, of which
Beaufort is the centre, a mass State Convention was
held to which the people of the state were invited,
“without distinction of colour,” to elect’ delegates
to the Baltimore Presidential Convention. These
delegates were not, however, allowed to take part in
the proceedings of the Convention. From this time
on, numerous meetings of the coloured people were
held in different parts of the South and of the North.
In 1865, a state convention of coloured people was
held in South Carolina “to confer together and to



THE EARLY DAYS OF FREEDOM 15

deliberate on our intellectual, moral, industrial,
and political condition, particularly as affected
by the great changes in the state 'and country.”
This convention issued an address to the white
people of the state in which they declared, among
other things, that “notwithstanding we have been
born and reared in your midst and were faithful while
your greatest trials were upon you, and have done
nothing since which could justly merit your dis-
approbation,” that they had been denied the rights
of citizenship which are freely accorded to strangers.
The address concludes with the moderate request
that the provisions of the “black code,”” which have
denied them the opportunities of education, equal
rights before the court, and imposed burdensome reg-
ulations upon their personal liberty may be repealed.
" There were some such slight evidences in other
parts of the country of a disposition on the part of
an element of the coloured people and of the Southern
white people, to come to terms with each other in
order to establish a form of government which would
be fairly satisfactory to both races. For instance,
the coloured citizens of Tennessee were invited, in
1867, to take part in the political meetings of both
parties, and a convention of Coloured Conservatives
which met at Nashville, April 5, 1867, adopted among
others the following resolutions:

Resolved, That we do not desire to be an element of discord in
the community in which we live; that to séek to unite the coloured
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"race against the white, or the poor against the rich, would only bring
trouble; that we believe the common good of both depends on the
spirit of harmony and justice of each toward the other.

Resolved, That, believing the spirit and tendencies of radicalism
are unfavourable to these aims, we take our stand with the true
Union Conservatives of Tennessee and invite our race throughout
the state to do the same.

Resolved, That our right to vote involves the right to hold office,
that its denial is unjust, and that our interests and rights as free
men require also that we should have the right to sit upon juries.

The year before, October 1,1866, Governor Worth,
of North Carolina, had spoken in a conciliatory
manner to a convention of coloured people assembled
at Raleigh. He declared that he was ready to
protect them in all their rights and urged them to be
industrious, to educate their children, and to keep
out of politics, seeing, as he said, “the strife and
struggle in which party politics have involved the
whites.” He added that the general feeling of the
men who had been their masters was kindly toward
them, and added that * the whites feel that they owe
you a debt of gratitude for your quiet and orderly
conduct during the war, and you should endeavour
to so act as to keep up this kindly feeling between
the two races.”

Bishop James W. Hood of the A. M. E. Zion
Church, who had recently come to the South, was
chairman of this convention. Bishop Hood was
born in Chester County, Pennsylvania, May 30, 1831.
He entered the ministry in 1860, and is said to have
been the first regularly appointed missionary of the
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Negro race sent to the Freedmen in the South where,
it is stated, he founded in North and South Carolina
and Virginia more than six hundred church organ-
isations.

Among the Negroes of the Northern states who
had gotten their political education under the influ-
ence of the Northern abolitionists, the trend of senti-
ment was naturally much more radical than in the
Southern states.

June 15, 1863, a convention of coloured people was
held at Poughkeepsie, New York, at which J. W. C.
Pennington, a Presbyterian minister, presided. At
this convention resolutions were passed, pledging
the support of coloured soldiers to the Union cause
and expressing the confidence that the Negro soldiers
would receive the ““protection and treatment due to
civilised men.”*

On October 3, 1864, a national convention of
coloured people was held at Syracuse, New York,
to take into consideration the future of the coloured
race in America. This convention was the successor
of other national conventions of the coloured people
which kad been held in different parts of America
since the first National convention held in Philadel-
phia, June, 1831. The radical temper of this con-
vention is, perhaps, best represented in a letter written
by Frederick Douglass in accepting an invitation to
be present. In this letter he demanded “perfect

* Appleton’s Annual Encyclopedia, 1864, p. 842.
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equality for the black man in every state before the
law, in the jury-box, at the ballot-box, and on the
battlefield””; and that, in the distribution of officers
and honours under the Government, “no discrimina-
tion shall be made in favour of or against any class
of citizens, whether black or white, of native or for-
eign birth.” ‘

On February 7, 1866, a delegation of coloured
men, including George T. Downing, Lewis H. Doug-
lass, Wiliam E. Matthews, John Jones, John F.
Cook, Joseph E. Otis, A. W. Ross, William Whipper,
John M. Brown, and Alexander Dunlop, headed by
Frederick Douglass, called upon President Johnson to
urge upon him the propriety and necessity of granting
to coloured people the rights and privileges of citizen-
ship that had hitherto been and was still denied them.

In reply to the President’s statement that the
policy they proposed would lead to a race war, and
that he did not propose to make himself responsible
for more bloodshed, the committee drew up an
address to the country in which they brought forward
the argument that if the hostility of the two races
was actually as great as President Johnson had
stated the Negro must be given the ballot “as a
means of defence.” This address gave public
expression to the theory upon which Congress acted
when in the following year Negroes were permitted
to vote for delegates to the constitutional conventions
in all the seceding states.
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At this time the Fifteenth Amendment had not
been proposed to Congress and there were only six
Northern states which permitted the Negro to vote.
In Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, many of the provis-
ions of the “black code,” were still in force. Only
a few weeks before this time on February 25, 1866,
Negroes voted for the first time in the District of
Columbia.

Meanwhile the progress of events in the South
had been hastened by what the newspapers called
a “race war,” at Memphis in May, and another
and still more bloody riot in New Orleans in which
thirty-seven Negroes had been killed and one hun-
dred and nineteen wounded. All this helped to
bring into power in Congress the radical party in the
North, and this party now proceeded to impose its
Government upon the South with the aid of Negro
votes.

Negroes sent two hundred and seven delegates out
of eight hundred and thirty-four to the constitutional
conventions which met, in 1867 and 1868, in Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Alabama, Mississippi, and Texas.* Texas was re-
presented by the smallest number of Negroes. The
proportion was nine Negroes to eighty-one white
delegates. In South Carolina the Negroes were in
control, the proportion being seventy-six blacks to
forty-eight whites. Among the other members of

* Rhodes’s “ History of the United States,” 1850-1877, Vol. VI., p. 88.



20 THE STORY OF THE NEGRO

the South Carolina State Convention of 1867, was
Robert Smalls, who first became known during the
Civil War as the black pilot of the famous Con-
federate ship, the Planter, which he boldly steered
out of the Charleston harbour and turned over to
the Federal fleet on the morning of May 13, 1862.
Robert Smalls was born a slave at Beaufort, South
Carolina, April 5,1839. In 1851 he came to Charles-
ton, where he worked in the ship-yards as a “rigger,”
and thus became familiar with the life of a sailor.

In 1861, he was employed on the Confederate
transport, the Planter. 1 have more than once
heard Mr. Smalls tell the story of how he succeeded
in taking this ship out of the harbour under the
guns of the fort and at the same time managed to
carry his wife and family to freedom.

Up to this time the Planter was being used as the
special dispatch boat of General Ripley, the Con-~
federate Post Commander at Charleston. On the
night of May 12th, all the officers went ashore and
slept in the city, leaving on board a crew of eight men,
all coloured.

This was the opportunity Smalls had been look-
ing for. He spoke to the members of the crew and
found them willing to help him. Wood was taken
aboard, steam was put on, and, with a valuable
cargo of guns and ammunition intended for Fort
Ripley, the Planter moved from her dock about two
o’clock in the morning, steamed to the North Atlantic
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wharf, where Small’s wife and two children, together
with four women and one other child and three men,
were waiting to go on board. By this time it was
nearly 3:30 o’clock in the morning. The ship was
started on its voyage, carrying nine men, five women
and three children. Two of the men, who had first
agreed to go with the ship, at the last moment con-
cluded to remain behind.

The transport blew the usual salute in passing
Fort Johnson, and proceeded down the bay. When
approaching Fort Sumter, Smalls stood in the pilot
house leaning out the window with his arms folded
across his breast, and his head covered with a big
straw hat which the commander of the ship usually
wore. Here again the usual signal was given, and
the ship headed toward Morris Island, and passed
beyond the range of the guns of Fort Sumter
before any one suspected anything was wrong. The
Planter steered directly toward the Federal fleet, and
was nearly fired upon by one of the Federal ships
before the flag of truce was noticed.

As soon as the vessels came within hailing distance
of each other, Mr. Smalls explained who they were
and what was their errand. Captain Nichols, of the
ship Onward, boarded the vessel, and took possession.
Smalls was transferred to another ship; and was
employed for some time as a pilot in and about the
neighbouring waters, with which he was familiar.
Later, in the war, for meritorious conduct, he was
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promoted to the rank of captain and was given charge
of the Planter, which he had so successfully carried
out of Charleston harbour. In September, 1866, he
carried this boat to Baltimore where it was put out
of commission and sold.

After the war Mr. Smalls was elected in 1868 to
the House of Representatives of the State Legislature.
In 1870 he was elected to the Senate of South Caro-
lina, and afterward served three terms in Congress.
He was appointed Collector of the Port of Beaufort,
by President Harrison, a position which he was still
holding in 1908.

One of the surprising results of the Reconstruction
Period was that there should spring from among the
members of a race that had been held so long in
slavery, so large a number of shrewd, resolute,
resourceful, and even brilliant men, who became,
during this brief period of storm and stress, the politi-
cal leaders of the newly enfranchised race. Among
them were sons of white planters by coloured mothers,
like John M. Langston, P. B. S. Pinchback, and
Josiah T. Settle, who had given their children the
advantages of an education in the Northern states.
Mzr. Pinchback’s father was Major William Pinch-
back, of Holmes County, Mississippi. His mother,
Eliza Stewart, claimed to have Indian blood in her
veins. When he was nine years old young Pinchback
and his brother Napoleon were sent to Cincinnati by
their father to attend Gilmore’s High School.  After
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his father died, Mr. Pinchback’s mother came to
Cincinnati, and it was there he grew to manhood.

Josiah T. Settle’s father was one of those men, of
whom there were considerable number in the South,
who brought their children by slave mothers North
in order to free them. In fact,in Mr. Settle’s case,
his father not only freed him but married his
mother. Mr. Settle got his early education in Ohio,
and in 1868 entered Oberlin College. The following
year he went to Howard University, where he gradu-
ated in 1872. Mr. Settle was active in politics in
Mississippi during a portion of the Reconstruction
Period, being engaged in the practice of law at
Sardis, Panola County, Mississippi. In 1885, he went
to Memphis; was appointed assistant prosecuting
attorney of the criminal court of Shelby County,
and is still practising law in that city, where he is one
of the directors of the Negro bank at that place, the
Solvent Savings Bank.

Blanche K. Bruce, senator from Mississippi from
1875 to 1881, was born a slave in 1841 in Prince
Edward County, Virginia. He received his early
education along with his master’s son. After free-
dom came he taught school for a time in Missouri, and
studied for a short time at Oberlin College. In
1869, he became a planter in Bolivar County, Mis-
sissippi,where he held a number of offices, including
that of sheriff and superintendent of public schools.
In 1881, President Garfield appointed him Registrar
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of the United States Treasury His son, Roscoe
Conklin Bruce, graduated with honours from
Harvard University; was for a time head of the
Academic Department of Tuskegee Institute; and -
afterward had charge of the coloured schools in
Washington, District of Columbia.

Perhaps the most brilliant and, I might add, the
most unfortunate of these men of the Reconstruction
Period was Robert Brown Elliott, who was born
in Boston, Massachusetts, August 11, 1842. His
parents were from the West Indies and, while he
was still a young boy, they returned to their home in
Jamaica. There young Elliott had the advantage
of a good schooling. He was sent to England, and
in 1853 entered High Holborn Academy, London.
Three years later he went to Eton, from which he
graduated in 1859. He adopted law as his profes-
sion and after some years of travel in South America
and the West Indies, settled in Charleston, South
Carolina, where he became editor of the Charleston
Leader, afterward known as the Missionary Record,
owned by Bishop Richard H. Cain. He soon entered
politics and was elected to the Lower House of the
State Legislature in 1868.

In 1869, Mr. Elliott was appointed Assistant
Adjutant-general of the State, which position he
held until he was elected to the Forty-second Con-
gress. He was a member of the Forty-third Congress,
but resigned that position to accept the office of
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sheriff. In 1881, he was appointed special agent of
the United States Treasury, with headquarters at
Charleston. He was transferred from there to New
Orleans, Louisiana. But the fall of the Reconstruc-
tion governments in the South carried disaster to
him, and he died August g, 1884, in comparative
obscurity and poverty.

Frederick Douglass says of Robert Brown Elliott:
“I have known but one other black man to be
compared with Elliott, and that was Samuel R.
Ward, who, like Elliott, died in the midst of his
years.” Samuel R. Ward was, in 1848, editor of
the Impartial Citizen, published in Syracuse,
New York.

Altogether, the Negro race has been répresented
in Congress by two Senators and twenty Representa-
tives. In addition to those already mentioned,
Richard H. Cain served as a Representative of South
Carolina in the Forty-third and Forty-fifth Congress;
H. P. Cheatham represented North Carolina in the
Fifty-second and Fifty-third Congresses. Jere Haral-
son represented Alabama in the Forty-fourth Con-
gress. Jefferson Long was the Representative of
Georgia in the Forty-first Congress. John Hyman
“was a member of the Forty-fourth Congress for
North Carolina, and James E. O’Hara represented
the same state in the Forty-eighth and Forty-ninth
Congresses. Thomas H. Miller was a member of

the Fifty-first Congress, and George W. Murray
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of the Fifty-third and Fifty-fourth Congresses. Both
these men were elected from South Carolina. James
T. Rapier was elected to the Forty-third United
States Congress from Alabama. Benjamin S. Tur-
ner represented the same state in the Forty-second
Congress. Josiah T. Walls was elected to represent
Florida in the Forty-second, Forty-third, and Forty-
fourth Congresses. The last man to represent the
Negro race in Congress was George H. White, of
North Carolina.

In a speech on the subject of the Spanish-American
War, January 26, 1899, Mr. White made a sort of
valedictory address, which is in many respects so
interesting, and created so much comment at the
time it was delivered, that I am disposed to quote a
portion of it here. Referring to Negro Congressmen,

Mr. White said:

Odur ratio of representation is poor. We are taunted with being
uppish; we are told to be still, to keep quiet. How long must we keep
quiet ? We have kept quiet while numerically and justly we are en-
titled to fifty-one members of this House; and I am the only one left.
We have kept quiet when numerically we are entitled to 2 member
of the Supreme Court. We have never had a member and probably
never will; but we have kept quiet. We have kept quiet while
numerically and justly, according to our population as compared
with all other races of the world, so far as the United States are
concerned, we should have the recognition of a place in the Presi-
dent’s Cabinet; but we have not had it. Still we have kept quiet,
and are making no noise about it.

We are entitled to thirteen United States Senators, according to
justice and according to our numerical strength, but we have not one
and, though we have had two, possibly never will get another;
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and yet we keep quiet. We have kept quiet while hundreds
and thousands of our race have been strung up by the neck
unjustly by mobs of murderers. If a man commits a crime
he will never find an apologist in me because his face is black.
He ought to be punished, but he ought to be punished accord-
ing to the law as administered in a court of justice. But we
keep quiet; do not say it, do not talk about it. How long
must we keep quiet, constantly sitting down and seeing our rights
one by one taken away from us? As slaves it was to be expected,
as slaves we were docile and easily managed; but as citizens we
want and we have a right to expect all that the law guarantees
to us.

Speaking a little later of the progress which the
Negro race has made, Mr. White said some things
which seem to me to express very accurately the
sober second thought of the Negro people upon their
condition in this country, and give a just and proper
expression to the legitimate aspiration of the Ameri-

can Negro. He said:

We are passing, as we trust, from ignorance to intelligence.
The process may be slow; we may be impatient; you may be dis-
couraged; public sentiment may be against us because we have
not done better, but we are making progress. Do you recollect
in history any race of people placed in like circumstances who
have done any better than we have? Give us a chance and we
will do more. We plead to all of those who are here legislating
for the nation that while your sympathy goes out to Cuba — and
we are legislating for Cuba — while your hearts burst forth with
great love for humanity abroad, remember those who are at our
own door. Remember those who have worked for you; remem-
ber those who have loved you, have held up your hands, who have
felled your forests, have digged your ditches, who have filled up
your valleys and have lowered the mountains, and have helped to
make the great Southland what it is to-day. We are entitled to



28 THE STORY OF THE NEGRO

your recognition. We do not ask for domination. We ask
and expect a chance in legislation, and we will be content with
nothing else.

This speech of Mr. White marks the end of an
episode in the history of the American Negro. In
considering the relation of the Negro people to this
period it should be remembered that, outside of a
few leaders, Negroes had very little influence upon
the course of events. It was, to a very large extent,
a white man’s quarrel, and the Negro was the tennis
ball which was batted backward and forward by
the opposing parties.

Even as a boy I can remember that all through the
days of Reconstruction I had a feeling that there was
something in the situation, into which the course of
events had pushed the Negro people that was unstable
and could not last. It did not seem possible that a
people who yesterday were slaves could be trans-
formed within a few days into citizens capable of
making laws for the government of the S{iﬁate or
the government of the Nation. '

There were a good many others who felt as I did.

One of the best illustrations that I happen to
remember of the sanity of not a few coloured people
on the subject of Reconstruction is Lewis Adams, the
man who was more largely responsible, perhaps,
than any one else for the location at Tuskegee of the
Negro school which now bears the name of the
Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute.
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Lewis Adams lived in Macon County, Alabama,
during the days of Reconstruction, and there was no
coloured man in the state, I dare say, who had more
influence over the masses of the coloured people than
did he. During this period Mr. Adams could have
been elected a member of the Legislature and, I have
no doubt, could have been sent to Congress had he
made the slightest effort in that direction. He refused,
however, to be a candidate for any office, because, as
he told me, he saw the futility and the shallowness of
it all. He saw there was no logical foundation upon
which the political activity of the Negro could rest
and, for that reason, he preferred to devote himself
to furthering the education of his people and to
building up his own interests. The results show
that he was right. When he died, on April 28, 1905,
he was among the most honoured, respected, and
successful coloured men in Macon County. On the
other hand, men who had chosen to travel the
political road had not only failed to succeed but some
of them died unknown, forgotten, after passing their
later years in obscurity and poverty.



CHAPTER 1II
THE RISE OF THE NEGRO LAND-OWNER

OME years ago I was asked by the editor of a
well-known English magazine to write an
article on what he termed the ‘“ Racial Feuds”

in the southern part of the United States. I was com-
pelled to reply that I could not write such an article
as he desired because, so far as I had been able to
learn, no such thing as a feud existed between the
races in the Southern states. I said to him, as near
as I can remember, that I had frequently heard of
feuds among certain of the white people living some-
where in the mountains of Tennessee, but so far
as I knew there never had been such a thing as a feud
between the black and the white people in the South,
and that, in fact, the trouble between the races in
the South was of quite a different character.

I mention these facts here to emphasise an obser-
vation I have frequently made in regard to reports
that are printed and spread abroad in regard to the
relations between the white man and the black man
in the Southern states. As a rule, the world has
heard and still hears the worst that happens; it rarely,
hears of the best. It hears of the riots and the

30
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lynchings, but it knows very little of the friendly
and helpful relations which exist between individuals
of both races in every community in the Southern
states.

In the chapter preceding this I have written some-
thing about the manner in which, directly after the
war, the two races became divided, politically, so
that up to the present time there is a white party and
a black party in the Southern states. I told some-
thing of the manner in which this black party arose
and gained power in the South, and referred briefly
to some of the riots and disturbances which this
division between. the races caused. The story of
the evils which came upon both races as a result of
what is sometimes referred to as “ Negro domination”
has been frequently told. The animosities that were
kindled between the races at that time have not yet
died out, and there has been very little disposition
on the part of the politicians, black or white, to allow
them to die out. But the fact is that the good rela-
tions between the Freedmen and their former mas-
ters, which existed directly after the war, were never
wholly destroyed by the political contentions of
the Reconstruction Period, and in consequence of
the emphasis that has been placed upon the dis-
asters of that period by the historians and others
who have written about it, the existence of the
friendly relations to which I have referred has
been too frequently overlooked.
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As an illustration of what these friendly relations
between the Freedmen and their former masters
sometimes were, 1 am reminded of an old coloured
man by the name of Matthews, whom I ran across
some years ago, when I was visiting a little town in
western Ohio. When I met this man he was about
sixty years of age, and in early life he had been a
slave in Virginia, where he had learned the trade
of carpentry. It frequently happened in Virginia,
as it did in other parts of the South, that after a
slave had learned a trade he would buy his own time,
so that he might go about the country working for
whom he chose, making his own contracts and keep-
ing for himself the money that he earned. In such
cases the slave would usually plan to save his money
until he could buy his freedom. This was the case
with Matthews.

About 1858, Matthews proposed to his master
that he would pay $1,500 for himself, a certain
amount to be paid in cash and the remainder to be
paid in instalments. Such a bargain as this was
not uncommon in Virginia at that time. Matthews’s
master, having learned to have implicit confidence
in his slave, permitted him, after this contract was
made, to seek work wherever he could secure the
best pay. This went on for some time until Mat-
thews secured the contract for the erection of a
building in the State of Ohio. While he was at
work in that state the war broke out, but Matthews
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remained, and continued to work at his trade. In
1863, he was declared a free man by Abraham
Lincoln’s Proclamation of Emancipation. At that
time he still owed his former master, according to
his contract made before the war, $300. In telling
me the story, Matthews said that he was perfectly
well aware ‘that, by the Proclamation of Emanci-
pation, he was released from all legal obligations
to pay this money to his master. He knew that, in
the eyes of nine-tenths of the world, he would be
released from all moral obligations to pay a single
cent of the unpaid balance. But he said he wanted
to begin his life of freedom with a clean conscience.
In order to do this, he walked from his home in Ohio,
a distance of three hundred miles, much of the way
over mountains, and placed in his former master’s
hand every cent of the money that he had promised
years before to pay him for his freedom.

The story which I have just related is an instance
of a kind of thing that very frequently happened
directly after the War. I could relate hundreds of
instances which have come to my knowledge in
which former slaves have shown their fidelity to their
former masters and have assisted them in their
poverty, and sympathised with them in their troubles,
long after slavery had been abolished. In stating
these facts I am not seeking to apologise in any way
for the institution of slavery, neither do I mean to
suggest that the Negro slaves were ever satisfied with
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their conditions in slavery. I think there is in the
mind and heart of every human being an ever-
present longing for freedom, no matter how comfort-
able, in other respects, his condition in servitude
may be. I have often heard it said that some col-
oured people were better off in slavery than in free-
dom, but, in all the contact I have had with mem-
bers of my race in every part of the country, I
have never found an individual, no matter what his
condition, who did not prefer freedom to servitude.

I remember an acquaintance of mine telling
me of an old coloured man he had met somewhere in
North Carolina, who had spent the greater part of
his life in slavery. My friend, who had known the
institution of slavery only through the medium of
books, was anxious to find out just what the thing
seemed like to a man who had lived in slavery most
of his life. The old coloured man said that he had
had a good master, who was always kind and con-
siderate; that the food he had to eat was always of
the best quality and there was enough of it; he had
nothing to complain of in regard to the clothing that
was provided or the house that he lived in. He
said both he and his family always had the best
medical attention when they fell ill. To all appear-
ances, as near as any one could judge, the old man
must have been a great deal better off in slavery
than he was in freedom. Noticing these things, my
friend became more inquisitive and wanted to know
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whether, after all, there was not a feeling deep down
in his heart, that he would rather be back in slav-
ery, with all the comforts that he had enjoyed there,
than be free. The old man shrugged his shoulders,
scratched his head, thought for a second, and then
said: “Boss, dere’s a kind of looseness about
dis y’ere freedom which I kinder enjoys.” It seems
to me that the old man has expressed the matter
about as tersely and as accurately as it is possible
to do.

I have referred to the manner in which the Freed-
men have stood by their former masters in the
troubles that came upon them during the war and
afterward. I want to emphasise, just as strongly,
that the Southern white men, who owned slaves,
have stood by them and helped and protected them
in freedom — in like manner and in the same degree.

In the spring of 1909, I made a trip, in company
with a number of well-known and successful col-
oured men, through the State of South Carolina,
spending a week in visiting all the principal cities
where I was likely to meet the coloured people of
the state in the largest numbers. The purpose of
this visit was the same as that of similar journeys
of observation that I have made at different times in
other parts of the country. I wanted to see for
myself the conditions of the members of my race, and,
if possible, to say a word of counsel and encourage-
ment, which might help them in their struggle for
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better things. I was surprised to learn that, in
spite of all that I had heard and in spite of all that
I had read about the bitter experiences South Caro-
lina went through during the Reconstruction Period,
the relations between individual coloured men and
individual white men throughout that state were
friendly and helpful to a degree that few people out-
side of the State of South Carolina had comprehended.

On the car in which we travelled, for instance,
were a number of prominent and successful coloured
men of South Carolina and the neighbouring state
of North Carolina. During the week that we were
together I learned, directly and indirectly, a great
deal about the history of these men and the manner
in which they had achieved success in the different
lines in which they were working. I recall that, in
almost every case, each one of these men attributed
a large part of their success to the friendship or to the
assistance which they had received from some white
man. One of the leading men in this party, who
was as responsible as any one else for the success of
our campaign, was Richard Carroll, the founder of an
industrial home for Negro orphans, and one of
the organisers of an association that, in 1908, held
the first successful Negro state fair in South Caro-
lina. Mr. Carroll told me that one of the men who
had been his constant personal friend and assisted
him in all that he had attempted to do for the bene-
fit of the Negro race was United States Senator
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Benjamin Tillman, who has the reputation of being
the most bitter opponent of the Negro, with per-
haps one exception, in the Southern states.

Another man who accompanied us upon this trip
was John Merrick, of Durham, North Carolina, the
founder of a Negro insurance company, The North
Carolina Mutual and Provident Association, which
has written insurance, since its organisation in 1898,
for over 160,000 members, paid $500,000 in bene-
fits and owns real estate in South Carolina and in
North Carolina to the value of something like $50,000.
This company owns a block of buildings in
Durham, where the home office of the company
is located, which, I am informed, is assessed at
#30,000, and in order to do business in South Caro-
lina, the officers have had to deposit $10,000 cash
with the insurance commissioner to protect the
company’s contracts in that state.

John Merrick was born at Clinton, North Carolina,
in 1859. His mother was a house servant for Judge
Almon McCord. Merrick was brought up in
Raleigh, North Carolina, where he learned the trade
of bricklayer. Because this trade left him without
work during the winter, he gave it up and became a
barber. After that he went from Raleigh to Dur-
ham and made his first start in business for him-
self there with money he borrowed from a white man,
Mr. J. S. Carr.  While he was in the barber busi-

ness at Durham, he made the acquaintance of Mr.
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J. B. and Mr. Ball Duke, of the Duke Tobacco

Company. These men became interested in him
and assisted him not only in his personal affairs,
but in the work that he tried to do for the members
of his own race. They gave him money at dif-
ferent times to help build a church. They gave
him money with which to endow twenty-one beds
in the Lincoln hospital for coloured people, which
is established at Durham, and they afterward
gave $5,000 as an endowment for this hospital. It
was not, perhaps, entirely a personal interest in Mr.
Merrick that led them to give this money through
him to these different institutions. The Duke
Tobacco Company employs two thousand or more
coloured people in its factories at Durham. They
wanted to help the coloured people whom they
employed, and because they trusted Mr. Merrick
and had confidence in him they gave this money
to the coloured people largely upon his suggestion
and advice. ‘

Among the other people who accompanied us
upon this South Carolina trip was Bishop George
W. Clinton, of Charlotte, North Carolina, who was
one of a group of young coloured men that entered
the University of South Carolina, when it was open
to coloured students directly after the war. Bishop
Clinton, who, as a young man, lived through a
large part of the Reconstruction Period in South
Carolina, gave me a great deal of interesting infor-
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mation in regard to the happenings of that time.
Among other things he told me a story which illus-
trates the point that I am trying to emphasise,
namely, that in spite of the antagonisms of that
period, the individual friendly relations between
the races, particularly between the Freedman and his
former master, remained in many instances firm and
unshaken.

One of his first teachers, he said, was Irving Clin-
ton, a white planter and lawyer, and a brother of his
father’s master. Bishop I. C. Clinton, who, though
he has the same name and title, is no relative of
Bishop George W. Clinton, was a slave of this man,
he said, and before the war had been for many years
the foreman of his plantation. Bishop Clinton, he
said, had learned to read while he was a slave; he
had been taught by his master. After emancipa-
tion the relations between the Freedman and his
former master remained intimate and friendly. In’
fact, Bishop I. C. Clinton became, before his death,
the spiritual advisor of his former master; was
present at the bedside when his old master died;
and erected, at his own expense, in the Presbyterian
cemetery, at Lancaster, South Carolina, a monu-
ment to his former master and lifelong friend. I
may add that Bishop I. C. Clinton was a man of
very little learning, so far as the books were con-
cerned. He had had one year’s training, I believe,
at Hampton Institute, but he was a man of great
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influence and apparently of great common sense.
He died in October, in 1904, at the age of seventy-
eight.

I have referred to some individual cases of friend-
ship between white men and black men to show what
the character of some of these relations is. The
best indication that these friendly relations are more
frequent than ordinarily supposed, is the fact of the
success that the Negro has made in the South in
getting property, and in doing away with the burden
of illiteracy with which he entered freedom. It
would not be possible for Negroes to own as much
property as they do in the South at the present
time, unless the majority of the white people were
disposed to encourage them to get it. It would not
have been possible to reduce the illiteracy in the
race from Qo to 47 per cent. if the white people in
the South had not been willing to support, to some
extent, Negro schools.

It is not possible to determine with exactness just
how much property Negroes own, in the United
States, at the present time. In most parts of the
South, no effort is made to separate tax lists of
Negroes from those of white people. The State of
Georgia is, however, an exception in this respect,
and it is possible to study from records of the Comp-
troller General’s office the progress of the race in
that state. The figures obtained in Georgia, how-
ever, may be used for estimating the progress in the
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South, because it has been found that on the whole
the progress of the Negroes in Georgia runs parallel
to the progress of Negroes in the other Southern
states. I do not mean by this that Negroes in some
states are not gaining property more rapidly than
they are in others; I do mean that, on the whole,
they seem to be gaining in Georgia at about the
same rate they are throughout the South, taking all
the Southern states as a whole.

In 1866, a year after the close of the War, the
Negroes to Georgia owned about ten thousand acres
of land, to the value of $22,500. In the next ten
years, they increased the amount of land in their
possession more than forty-five times, having, in
1876, 457,035 acres of land, the tax value of which
was $1,234,104.

The rapid increase in land-getting during this
period is easily accounted for. A good many
Negroes had served in one way or another in the
Civil War, and the Freedmen’s Bureau had paid
out something like $#7,000,000 in bounties to Negro
soldiers. During the first ten years after the War
a large part of this money was invested in land in
the Southern states. During the next ten years,
from 1876 to 1886, Negroes increased their holdings
in farm land by nearly 100 per cent., having at the
close of that period 802,939 acres of land, the assessed
value of which was $2,508,198. During the next
ten years the holdings of Negro farmers increased
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to 1,043,847 acres, with an assessed value of
$4,234,848.

During the next period of ten years, from 1896 to
1906, the increase in the holdings was slower. In
1906 the amount of property owned by coloured
people in Georgia was 1,420,888 acres, but the value
of that property had increased from four to seven
millions. The last available statistics give, in 1907,
the land-holdings of Georgia Negroes as 1,449,624
acres, valued at $7,972,787. These figures do not
include the amount of property owned by Negroes
in the form of city lots; neither do they include the
various forms of personal property on which they
pay taxes.

The increase in the value of this class of property
has gone on at about the same rate as that of the
property in farm lands. For instance, the value
of city property owned by Negroes in 1866 is given
at $70,000, but in 1907, the value of city and town
property owned by Negroes in that state amounted
to $6,710,189, while the total assessed value of all
Negro property in Georgia had increased during
that period from $450,000 to $25,904,822. This does
not include the value of church and school property
which, according to a careful investigation of Pro-
fessor Monroe N. Work, made while he was con-
nected with the /Georgia State Industrial College,
amounts to something like $7,000,000.

Some efforts have been made to study the progress
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of the Negro land-owner in Virginia. Negroes
have made great progress all over that state in the
matter of land-getting but they have done better,
perhaps, in Gloucester County than in any other
part of the state. According to the census of 1900,
the coloured population of Gloucester County was
a little less than the white. According to the public
records, when an investigation was made a few years
ago, the total value of the land owned by coloured
people amounted to $87,953.55. The total assessed
value of land at that time was $666,132.33. At the
same time the coloured people paid taxes upon
$79,387 worth of buildings and improvements, while
the total assessed valuation of buildings and improve-
ments in the county was $466,127.05. To state it
differently: the Negroes of Gloucester County,
beginning forty years before in poverty, had in 1903,
at the time of this investigation, reached the point
where they owned and paid taxes upon one-sixth of the
real estatein that county. This property is held very
largely in the shape of small farms, varying in size
from ten to one hundred and fifty acres. A very large
proportion of these farms contain about ten acres.

I have always believed that in proportion as the
industrial, not omitting the intellectual, condition
of my race was improved, in the same degree would
their moral and religious life improve.

Some years ago, before the home life and economic
condition of the people had improved, bastardy was
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common in Gloucester County. In 1903, there
were only eight cases of bastardy reported in the
whole county, and two of those were among the
white population. During the year 1904, there was
only one case of bastardy within a radius of ten
miles of the courthouse.

Another gratifying evidence of progress appears
in the fact that there is very little evidence of immoral
relations existing between the races. In the whole
county, during the year 1903, about twenty-five
years after the work of education had gotten under
way, there were only thirty arrests for misdemeanors;
of these sixteen were white, fourteen coloured. In
1904, there were fifteen such arrests — fourteen
white and one coloured. In 1go4, there were but
seven arrests for felonies; of these two were white
and five were coloured.

I ought, perhaps, to add that the majority of the
teachers in this county were trained at Hampton
Institute, and have been teaching there for a number
of years. For the most part the teachers of Glou-
cester County are not mentally superior, but what
they lack in methods of teaching and intellectual
alertness is more than made up for by their moral
earnestness and by the example which they set
in their own lives for the people whom they teach.
Most of these teachers are natives of the county,
and what is more important, most of them own
property in the county. -
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Recently a careful study has been made of the
progress which Negro farmers have made in Macon
County, Alabama, where the Tuskegee Institute
is located. In 1880, a year before the school opened,
the census reported 593 farm-owners in the country
surrounding Tuskegee Institute. Of this number
not more than 10 per cent. were owned by Negroes.
Twenty years later the census showed 517 farm-
owners in the county, of whom 30 per cent. were
Negroes. From 1900 to 1908 the amount of prop-
erty owned by Negroes in Macon County increased
more rapidly than at any other period. The number
of Negro farm-owners increased from 167 in 1900
to 421 in 1908. Negroes paid taxes on 55,976 acres
of land assessed at $236,989. More than one-
seventh of the land and more than one-sixth of the
land value is held by Negro farmers. In addition
to this there are 288 Negro owners of town property,
which is about one-sixth of the value of the town
property in the county. To sum up, then, of the
$2,061,108 worth of real property in Macon County
$325,474 worth is owned by Negroes.

One explanation of the rapid progress which
Negro farmers have made in recent years in Macon
County may be found in the efforts that have been
made to build up the country schools. During the
years from 1904 to 1908, largely under the stimulus
and encouragement of Tuskegee Institute, the
Negro farmers in Macon County raised something
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over $7,000 to build schoolhouses and lengthen the
school terms. This was supplementary to the funds
that were given to support the schools by the state.
During that same period a special effort was made
to bring the influence of the Agricultural School at
Tuskegee to bear directly upon the work of the farms
in the surrounding territory. The result of all this
has been to draw into the county a class of farmers
who wanted the advantages of good schools for their
children, and to largely increase the productiveness
of their farms. I think I can safely say, that what-
ever the opinion of people in other parts of the South
may be, the people of Macon County, both black
and white, have been convinced by the results
obtained that Negro education can be made to pay.

I have referred to the progress which Negroes
are making in Georgia and in certain other parts of
the South, where the statistics are available. From
my own observation I should say that the advance
in the places I have mentioned is not as exceptional
as it might appear. From all that I can learn
Negroes are making quite as much progress in
North Carolina and Mississippi, Texas and Okla-
homa as they are in Georgia and Alabama. As near
as I can estimate, Negro farmers are increasing their
acreage in land at the raté of § per cent. annually.

On the other hand, the taxable value of Negro
property seems to be increasing at the rate of about
11 per cent. per annum.
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Using all the statistics at hand, it is safe to say that
Negro farmers in 19og owned, in the Southern
states, not less than thirty thousand square miles
of land. This is an amount of territory nearly equal
to five New England states, Vermont, New Hamp-
shire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode
Island. From the best estimate I have been able to
find I should say that Negroes in the United States
own at the present time not less than $550,000,000
worth of taxable property. If it is true, as I have
stated in another place, that the free coloured people
of this country owned before the War something
like $25,000,000 worth of property, it is safe to say
that $525,000,000 worth of property has been
acquired by the coloured people of the United
States since freedom.

It is difficult for one, who has not lived in the
South and has not closely studied the life of the
Negro on the Southern farms and plantations,
to clearly understand the actual progress that the
figures I have referred to stand for. As a matter
of fact, they represent the work that the masses
of the Negro people have done for their own emanci-
pation. It is a mistake to assume that the Negro,
who had been a slave for two hundred and fifty
years, gained his freedom by the signing, on a cer-
tain date, of a certain paper by the President of the
United States. It is a mistake to assume that one
man can, in any true sense, give freedom to another.
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Freedom, in the larger and higher sense, every man
must gain for himself. In this larger and higher
sense the Negro is, slowly but surely, gaining his
freedom in every state, in every city, and in every
village and on every plantation in the South. Here
and there this progress seems to halt. Sometimes
there seems to be a retrograde movement but, on
the whole, the work of emancipation goes steadily
forward.

One of the most interesting examples in my
experience of this kind of emancipation is that of
a coloured farmer of my acquaintance in Alabama.
When he was “turned loose,” as he put it, at the
end of the Civil War, he was about sixty years of
age, and at that age, he began life, as a great major-
ity of my race began at that time, with nothing.
He did not own a house; he had but little clothing,
and no food but a bag of meal and a strip of bacon.
He had gotten out of slavery, however, a close
and intimate acquaintance with the soil, and the
habit of work.

After freedom came he left the plantation on
which he had been a slave and went to work on an
adjoining place as a “renter.” He told me that
when he was first free he felt that he had to move
about a little, just to find out what freedom was like.
But he soon found that in most respects there was
very little difference between his condition in free-
dom and his condition in slavery. The man of
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whom he rented furnished him rations, directed
his planting, and kept after him to see that he
made his crop. At the end of the year the charges
for rent and interest had eaten up all that he had
earned, so that from one year to another he was not
any better off than he had been the year before.
When he did come out with a little money to his
credit the storekeeper soon got it all, and, if he fell
sick or anything happened to his family, he some-
times found himself in debt at the end of the year,
and then he was worse off than if he had nothing.
One of the chief privileges of freedom he found
to be the opportunity for getting into debt, but after
he had succeeded in getting into debt he learned
that he had lost even the privilege which had remained
to him of moving from one plantation to another.
The reason for this is that, as a rule, the Negro
farmer who rents has no security to give for the
money he borrows except his own labour. In order
to secure this labour for the payment of debts the
custom, and frequently the law in the Southern
states, prevents a tenant from leaving the planta-
tion until he has “paid out of debt,” as the say-
ing is, or until some other planter has bought him
out of debt. This condition, which has grown up
naturally and, I might almost say, necessarily, out
of the relations between the white land-owner and
his Negro tenants, represents a kind of serfdom,
and it is these same conditions that so frequently
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bring about the cases of peonage, of which one
occasionally hears in the Southern states. This
serfdom, however, is merely one of the stages thfough
which a society, in which slavery has existed, has
usually worked its way to freedom.

Gradually something of all this that I have des-
cribed began to dawn upon the mind of the old
coloured farmer. He saw that he was making no
headway and that his condition might easily become
worse. It was about this time that he began com-
ing to our annual Negro Conference at Tuskegee
Institute. There he heard the stories of 'other
Negro farmers, some of whom had worked them-
selves out of this condition of partial slavery that
I have described. As he listened to these stories,
he began to realise that what had been possible for
others was possible for him also. He began to
think for the first time in his life of getting a home
of his own. A place, as he told me, where if he
drove a nail or planted a tree it would stay there and
could be handed down to his children. He began
thinking about the land on which he was working,
and a passionate desire to own and improve it took
possession of him. He wanted to be in a position
where he could afford to improve his surroundings
and preserve for his children the improvements
that he made.

In order to get more out of the soil he arose early
in the morning before daybreak, and he and his
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wife and his children were out in the field all day
and late at night. In the midst of this work the
rented mule, which he had been using to make his
cotton crop, died. This was a terrible blow to him,
but it proved his economic salvation, for it deter-
mined him to have an ox or mule that he could
call his own next year.

The old farmer talked the matter over with his
wife and between them they agreed upon this plan:
they would do all the work they could during the
day with their hoes, and after dark, by the light of
the moon, the old man would put the harness that
the mule had worn on his own back and, while his
wife held the plow, he pulled it through the furrow
as well as he could. This method of cultivating the
soil was so unusual that he did not care to attract
the attention of his neighbours by working in this
way during the day.

At the end of the season he found that he had
cleared enough to buy an ox. I have heard the old
man tell more than once how proud he felt when
he owned an ox that he could call his own, some-
thing, at any rate, that was absolutely free of debt
and no man had a claim upon it. With the aid
of this ox, he and his wife and his children made
the next year a larger crop and, when the cotton
had been picked, he had in his possession more
money than he ever had before in his life. With
this money he bought a mule. Working the mule
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and the ox together, he made a still larger crop,
and the next year purchased another mule.

Without detailing step by step the method by
which the old man went forward, I might say that
before many years had gone by he had become
the owner in fee simple of over two hundred acres of
land. He was living in a good house and had
surrounded himself with most of the necessities and
some of the comforts of life. Not only was this
true, but I learned afterward that he had been
able to put considerable money in the local bank,
of which he eventually became a stockholder.
There were few men of either race who had,the
confidence and respect of the community in a
larger degree than did this man, who emancipated
himself in the manner in which I have described.

The story which I have just related is typical of
hundreds of other coloured farmers, whom I have
known personally, and whose stories have been
related from year to year at the annual Tuskegee
Negro Conference. Some of these farmers, who
have told their stories at the Conference, are men
who have made an impression upon the communities
in which they live by the success which they have
achieved. One of these men, whose name, I remem-
ber, is Alfred Smith, known as “the cotton king,”
of Oklahoma. He was born a slave on a Georgia
plantation, but went out to Kansas directly after
the War, and eventually moved into Oklahoma.
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He is known all over that state for the success he
has made in cotton raising. He has a number of
times taken the first prize for cotton raised in
Oklahoma. He has taken the prize for his cotton
in Liverpool, and, in 1900, gained the first prize
at the World’s Exhibition in Paris, France.

One of the best-known farmers in Georgia is
Deal Jackson, of Albany, who owns and works two
thousand acres of land upon which he employs
forty-six families. For a number of years past he
has gained a reputation throughout Georgia by bring-
ing the first bale of cotton to market. One of the
most successful farmers in the State of Alabama
is a coloured man by the name of John J. Benson,
who owns something like three thousand acres of
land in Elmore County. He is living on the plan-
tation upon which he was born a slave. He is
famous throughout the county not only for his suc-
cess in raising cotton but quite as much for his
success in breeding horses and raising cattle. His
son, William E. Benson, is the head of a corporation
which owns over nine thousand acres of land adjoin-
ing John Benson’s plantation.

Negro farmers have not only been successful in
getting hold of the land but they have been success-
ful, in one or two instances, at any rate, in greatly
improving their methods of farming. There is a
farmer by the name of Sam McCord, in Wilcox
County, Alabama, who has become famous through-
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out Alabama from the fact that, while he farms
only two acres of land, he raises on that two acres
every year four bales of cotton, besides considerable
corn and fodder. This is the more remarkable
when it is remembered that the average yield per

acre in Alabama is a little more than one-third of
a bale.

Few people, who are not themselves members of
the Negro race, realise to what extent the masses
of the coloured people feel that they must be led
and guided; that they have no power within them-
selves to accomplish anything, unless they are con-
trolled and directed by some one else. In the early
days of freedom the masses of the people felt that
it was hardly possible for coloured people to be
their own masters. They felt that it was somehow
unnatural to find themselves controlled and directed
by one of their own race. I never realised to what
extent this was true until I attempted to organise
the Normal and Industrial Institute at Tuskegee.

After I came to Alabama, in 1881, and before 1
attempted to take any definite measures toward
founding the Tuskegee Institute, I spent several
weeks travelling about among the people in the
county, explaining to them my plans and seeking
to interest them in what I proposed to do. They
listened to me patiently and respectfully, but I
could see that, deep down in their hearts, they had
the feeling that white people might accomplish some
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such thing as I proposed, or that coloured people,
under the direction and guidance of white people,
might do so, but that it -was hardly possible for
Negroes to succeed in any such enterprise. For
that reason they halted and hesitated, and doubted
my ability and their own, to carry out the plans I
proposed to them.

After we had succeeded in erecting our first
building at Tuskegee, however, I could see that we
had made an impression upon the people. I can
remember how they would come in from the sur-
rounding districts, men, women, and children, to
look over the school and see what we had done.
It was touching to me to observe the manner in
which they would enter the different rooms, tread-
ing lightly and cautiously, as if they were afraid
they would hurt the floors or, perhaps, that the floors
would somehow or other harm them. Then they
would stop and look about in a kind of bewildered
amazement, as if they were not quite sure whether
what they saw was real, and as if in order to test
it, they would take hold of the door knobs, put their
hands on the glass of the window panes, feel of the
blackboards, and then stop and gaze wonderingly
again at the plastered walls, the desks and the
furniture. It was difficult for them to believe that
the buildings and the school grounds really belonged,
as I tried to explain, to them. It seemed impossible
to them that all this could have been brought into
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existence for the benefit of Negroes. 1 was com-
pelled to tell them, over and over again, that I wanted
them to feel that the school grounds and the school
buildings were theirs, and that I wanted them to
have a part in the direction and in the upbuilding
of everything connected with the school.

It took some years to really convince the masses
of the people in our neighbourhood that what I said
to them was literally true. But at last the idea that
Tuskegee is theirs has entered deep into the minds
and hearts of the members of my race, not only in
our immediate neighbourhood, but I believe, also,
to a large extent throughout the South. At the
present time I think that every coloured man and
woman - in the South not only feels proud of what
Tuskegee has accomplished, but that he feels, also,
a little more alive, a little more able to go ahead and
do something in the world than he did before our
institution came into existence.

It is this feeling on the part of the members of
my race that has given to me, and to others who are
working with me, the desire to go forward and make
our institution bigger and better and more useful,
in order that it may help complete the work of this
larger emancipation, which began before the Civil
War destroyed slavery as a political institution, and
has been going on steadily everywhere in the South-
ern states since that time.



CHAPTER III

THE NEGRO LABOURER AND THE MECHANIC IN
SLAVERY AND FREEDOM

NE of my most vivid boyish recollections
O is of the period just previous to the end of
slavery, when my stepfather, who at that
time was, I take it, a man of about fifty years-of
age, would return to his family at Christmas time
and tell us stories of his adventures during his long
absence from home. I recall that I would sit for
hours in rapture hearing him tell of the experiences
he had had in a distant part of Virginia, where he
and a large number of other ccloured people were
employed in building a railway. Although he was
employed merely as a common labourer he had
learned something as to the plan and purposes for
which this railway was being built and he had some
idea of the great changes that it was intended to
bring about, and he told it all with a great deal of
interesting circumstance.

In my boyish ignorance at that time, I used to
wonder what interest he could have in a railway of
that kind; whether or not he owned any part in it;
and how it was he was so much interested in the

57
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building of a railroad that he could remain away
from home for five or six months and sometimes
longer at one time. All through the country, in our
part of Virginia, Christmas was a season of great
rejoicing, on account of the home-coming of a large
number of coloured people who had been at work in
different industries in different parts of the state.
Some of them had been hired out to work on the
farms, some were employed on the railroads, and
others were mechanics, and when they came home
at Christmas time they brought with them stories,
anecdotes, and news of what was going on in dif-
ferent parts of the state.

I am reminded of these facts at this time because
they gave me the first idea I had of the extent to
which the labour of the coloured man, both in the
shops and in the fields, has been employed in the
building up of the civilisation of the Southern states.
The Negro was first employed in the severe pioneer
work of clearing the forests, and planting and har-
vesting the crops. After that he was employed in
building railways; in digging the coal and iron from
the mines; in laying out the streets, and erecting the
buildings in the cities. He is to-day very largely
depended upon for labour in the iron, mining and
manufacturing districts, like Birmingham, Ala-
bama, as well as on the great cotton plantations in
Mississippi, Arkansas, and Texas.

Not only has the Negro performed this labour,
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but he has performed it cheerfully, faithfully, and,
on the whole, as far as his education and training
would permit, he has performed it well. The white
people of the South, who have known the Negro best,
know and value the service that the Negro race has
performed in the South. Although they have not
always come forward publicly to defend the Negro
against the charges that are frequently made against
him, they know, deep down in their hearts, that they
owe the Negro a debt of gratitude for what he has
done, and they have expressed this feeling to individ-
ual Negro men and Negro women, not only in words,
but in every-day acts of kindness and good will,
particularly toward those who at one time belonged
to their families or have in some way or other gained
their friendship.

It 1s largely owing to the manner in which the
Negro and the white man were brought together
in slavery that there is to-day no place in the world
where the Negro has made himself a more valuable
and efficient labourer than he has in the Southern
states. At the same time .there is no place in the
world where, in spite of complaints that one some-
times hears, there is a more general desire to retain
the Negro as a labourer, and no place where
there is more opportunity for Negroes to engage
in all kinds of labour, common and skilled, or to
enter into business pursuits.

Although the slaves that were first imported from
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Africa were, as a rule, rude and unskilled in the
industrial arts of the white man, yet the native
African was not wholly without skill in the crafts,
and it was not very long before some of the dark-
skinned strangers had mastered the trades. Among
the slaves of Robert Beverly, who was clerk of the
House of Burgesses, in Virginia, in 1670, was a
carpenter valued at about thirty pounds. About
this same time Ralph Wormeley, a man of con-
siderable distinction in his time, who died in 1701,
owned a cooper and a carpenter, each valued at
thirty-five pounds. Negroes were employed as iron
miners and ship-carpenters, wheelwrights, coopers,
tanners, shoemakers, millers and bakers before the
Revolutionary War. As early as 1708 Negro
mechanics had become common enough in Penn-
sylvania to arouse the opposition of the free white
workmen, who at that time petitioned the Legisla-
ture against the practice of hiring out slaves to work
in certain of the trades.* In the early part of the
nineteenth century the number of Negro mechanics
in the District of Columbia was considerable, and one
of the men who assisted in laying out and surveying
the District of Columbia in 1791 was Benjamin Ban-
neker, the Negro astronomer, who is said to have
constructed the first clock that was made in America.

Benjamin Banneker was born November g, 1731,
in Baltimore County, Maryland, near the village

% “The Negro Artisan,” Atlanta Publications, No. 7, p. 15.
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of Ellicott’s Mill. He is often referred to as a man
of pure Negro ancestry, but the facts seem to be
that his grandmether, on his mother’s side, was a
white woman, by the name of Molly Welsh, who
was sent out from England in an early day as a
Redemptioner, and after she had served her master
for seven years, purchased a small farm and two
slaves. One of these slaves, whose name was
Banneker, she gave his freedom and married.

Benjamin Banneker seems to have been a great
favourite with his grandmother, who taught him to
read. At this time there was a “pay school” in the
neighbourhood, to which a few coloured children
were admitted, and Banneker got a part of his
education there. He early seems to have shown an
inclination for mechanics, and about the year 1754,
with the imperfect tools he was able to command,
he constructed a clock, which not only told the time
but struck the hours. Three years later the Elli-
cott flour mills were erected on the banks of Patapsco
River, near his home. The construction of these mills
was a source of great interest and instruction to
Banneker and, in this way, he made the acquaintance
of Mr. George Ellicott, who opened to him his library
and furnished him with astronomical instruments in
order that he might pursue further the studies he had
already begun in the subject of astronomy.

From this time on Banneker, who still cultivated
a little farm inherited from his father, devoted him-
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self entirely to his scientific studies. He made the
acquaintance, through correspondence, with scien-
tific men in all parts of the world. It was after his
return home after helping to lay out the District
of Columbia, in 1791, that he got out his first almanac
for the year 1792. Before this almanac was printed
he sent a copy of the manuscript to Thomas Jef-
ferson, with a letter of explanation. In reply,
Thomas Jefferson said, among other things: “I have
taken the liberty of sending your almanac to Monsieur
de Condorcet, Secretary of the Academy of Sciences
of Paris, and member of the Philosophical Society,
because I consider it as a document to which your
whole colour had a right, for their justification against
the doubts which have been entertained of them.”

Although after 1830 a number of restrictions were
put upon the Negro mechanics, limiting the extent
to which they might be educated, particularly in
knowledge of books, still, as a rule, these laws
were not strictly enforced and the number of coloured
mechanics continued to increase. In Virginia
Negroes worked in the tobacco factories, ran the
steamboats, and were employed in numerous kinds
of skilled labour. In Charleston and some other
places Negroes were employed in cotton factories.
Frederick''Law Olmsted, who made a journey
through the Southern states in 1856, says that he
was told in Louisiana that master mechanics often
bought up slave mechanics and acted as contractors.
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In Kentucky, slaves worked in the hemp-bagging
factories, in tobacco factories, and in the iron works
on the Cumberland River. Ex-Governor Lowry, of
Mississippi, says that before the War the Negro
mechanics became masters of their respective trades,
as a result of long service under the direction of
white mechanics. “During the existence of slav-
ery,” he adds, “the contract for qualifying a Negro
as 2 mechanic was made between his owner and the
master workman.”* In Alabama, there was, some
time before the War, as I have heard, an enter-
prising white man who converted his planta-
tion to an industrial school for slaves. In other
words, he would buy untrained slave boys and
give them instruction in the different trades that
were used upon the plantations, then sell them
again at-a much larger price than he paid for
them. It was not unusual, in fact, for a well-
trained mechanic to sell for as high as two
thousand dollars while an able-bodied field-hand
would sell for eight hundred to one thousand dollars.
I mention these facts because they show that, even in
slavery, the value of education was clearly recognised.

One of the best mechanics I ever knew was
Lewis Adams, whose name I have mentioned in the
previous chapter. He was a first-class tinner, shoe-
maker, and harnessmaker, and could do anything

* Quoted in “The Negro Artisan,” Atlanta University Publications, from North
American Review, p. 14.
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from repairing a watch to mending an umbrella.
After the Tuskegee Institute was started, he became
the first teacher of the trades. During the early days
of the school he taught three distinct trades, and was
not only our tinner, shoemaker, and harnessmaker,
but for some time, also, our engineer. As illus-
trating the extent to which the slave obtained edu-
cation in the trades, Mr. Adams once said that
there were in Macon County before the War twenty-
five Negro carpenters, eleven blacksmiths, three
painters, two wheelwrights, three tinsmiths, two
tanners, and fourteen shoemakers. Of these
mechanics, he said:

As a rule, they lived more comfortably than the other class of
Negroes. A number of them hired their time and made money;
they wore good clothes and ate better food than the other class of
people. A very small number of them were allowed to live by
themselves in out-of-the-way houses. All the master wanted of
them was to stay on his place and pay over their wages. As a
rule, a white man contracted for the job and overlooked the
work. These white men often would not know anything about
the trades, but had Negro foremen under them who really carried
on the work.

One of the men who learned his trade in slavery
was J. D. Smith, who, a few years ago, was a sta-
tionary engineer in Chicago. In a study of the
“Negro Artisan,” published by Atlanta University,
in 1902, he is quoted as saying:

On every large plantation you could find the Negro carpenter,
blacksmith, brick and stone mason. These trades included much
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more in those days than they do now. What is now done by
machinery was wrought then by hand. Most of our wood-work
machinery has come into use since the days of slavery. . .
The carpenter’s chest of tools in slavery time was a very elaborate
and expensive outfit. His “kit” not only included all the tools
that the average carpenter carries now, but also the tools for per-
forming all the work done by various kinds of wood-working
machines. . . . The carpenter in those days was also the
cabinetmaker, the wood-turner, and coffin-maker, and generally
the patternmaker, and the maker of most things which were made
of wood. The blacksmith was expected to make anything and
everything wrought of iron. He was, to all intents and purposes,
the machinist, blacksmith, horseshoer, carriage and wagon ironer
and trimmer, gunsmith, wheelwright, and frequently whittled and
ironed the hames, the plough-stocks, and the single-trees for the
farmers. He was an expert, also, at tempering edged tools and
many of the slaves had secret processes of their own for tempering
tools which they guarded zealously.

Negro machinists had also become numerous before the downfall
of slavery. Slave-holders were generally the owners of all the
factories, the machine shops, the flour mills, sawmills, gin-houses,
and crushing machines; they owned all the railroads and shops
connected with them. In all these, the white labourer and
mechanic had almost entirely been supplanted by slave mechanics
by the time of the breaking out of the Civil War, Many of the
railroads in the South had their entire train crews, except con-
ductors, but including engineers and firemen, made up of slaves.*

At the close of the slavery period the Negro artisan,
to a very large extent, had a monopoly of the trades
in the Southern states. After slavery disappeared
the Negro boy and girl no longer had the same oppor-
tunity to learn the trades they had had in slavery
time. At the same time, as the country developed,

¥ “The Negro Artisan,” Atlanta Publications, No. 7, p. 16.
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and as new machinery and new methods of doing
things were introduced, there was a greater demand
for skilled labour than there had ever been before.
Wherever machinery was introduced to perform
work which had previously been performed by
hand labour, it generally happened that the white
man was employed to do that kind of work.

For instance, the building up of the cotton mills
in the South and the rapidly increasing demand for
labour that it caused, drained large portions of the
country districts of their white population to fur-
nish labour for these factories. All this produced
great changes in conditions in the Southern states.
It has seemed to many persons that the Negro, in
losing his monopoly in the trades, was losing also his
position in them. After a careful study of the facts,
I have come to the conclusion that this is not true.
What the facts do seem to show is that there is in
process a re-distribution of the coloured popula-
tion among the different trades and professions.
There were fewer negroes engaged in farm labour
in 1900 for instance, but there is a larger pro-
portion of the Negro population engaged in the
other four general classes of labour than there was
in 1890.

When the census was taken in 1900, 62.2 per cent.
of all the Negroes in the United States over ten
years of age were engaged in gainful occupations,
while, at the same time, only 48.6 per cent. of the
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white population over ten years of age were so
engaged. This does not mean that the Negroes, as
a race, are more industrious than the white people;
it means that a larger number of those who should
be in school, preparing themselves to perform more
efficient labour, are at work performing unskilled
and ineflicient labour. The actual number of
Negroes engaged in each of the main classes of the
occupations, in 189o and in 19oo, was as follows:

1890 1900
Agricultural pursuits . . . . . . 1,084,310 2,143,176
Professional service . . . . . . 33,994 47,324
Domestic and personal service . . . 956,754 1,324,160
Trade and transportation . . . . 145,717 200,154
Manufacturing and mechanical pursuits 208,374 275,149

While these figures show that a larger number
of Negroes is employed in all the main classes
of occupations, it does not mean that the percentage
of the Negro population engaged in these different
kinds of labour was larger in 1900, in all classes,
than it was in 189o. As a matter of fact, the per-
centage of Negroes engaged in agricultural pur-
suits was nearly 6 per cent. less in 19oo than it was
in 1890, as the following statement indicates:

1890 1900
Agricultural pursuits . . . . . . . . . 59.6 53.7
Professional service . . . . . . . . . 1.0 I.2
Domestic and personal service. . . . . . . 28.7 33.0
Trade and transportation . . . c e e . 44 5.2

Manufacturing and mechanical pursults . . . . 6.3 6.9
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While it is true that these figures show a decreased
percentage of Negroes engaged in agriculture, still
a closer study of the figures indicates that the loss has
been in the class of agricultural labourers. There
are something over 18,000 less Negroes engaged as
agricultural labourers in 1900 than in 18go. On
the other hand there has been a gain in the number
of Negro farmers, both as to number and as to their
percentage of the total farmers. There were 590,666
Negro farmers in 189o, and 757,822 in 19oo. Negro
farmers were 11.1 per cent. of the total number of
farmers in 1890, and 13.3 per cent. in 190O0.

Of the 3,998,063 Negroes engaged in gainful
occupations, considerably more than one-half were
engaged in agricultural pursuits in 19oo. The
next largest class, that of domestic and personal ser-
vice, employed 1,324,160 persons. Although there
were 04,562 more Negro servants and waiters in
1goo than in 18go, the per cent. which they formed
of the total number of Negroes engaged in this kind
of service decreased from 42 per cent. in 18go to
35.1 per cent. in 19oo. In other words, although
there was a considerable gain in the total number
and percentage of Negroes engaged in this kind of
service, the chief gains were in those of trades like
that of barbers and hair-dressers, boarding-house and
hotel keepers, janitors, and sextons, launderers
and laundresses, nurses and mid-wives, and in the
glass of unspecified domestic and personal service.
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These figures indicate the direction which this
re-distribution of Negro labourers among the dif-
ferent trades has taken.

Manufacturing and mechanical pursuits gave
employment to 275,149 Negroes. This class in-
cluded carpenters and joiners, stone and brick
masons, painters, glaziers, and varnishers, paper
hangers and plasterers, plumbers, gas and steam
fitters, roofers and slaters, brick and tile makers,
glass workers, marble and stone cutters, potters,
fishermen and oystermen, miners and quarry men,
butchers, bakers, butter and cheese makers, confec-
tioners, millers, blacksmiths, iron and steel workers,
machinists, steam-boiler makers, stove, furnace, and
grate makers, tools and cutlery makers, wheelwrights,
wire workers, boot and shoemakers and repairers,
harness and saddle makers and repairers, leather
curriers and tanners, trunk and leather-case makers,
bottlers and soda-water makers, brewers and malt-
sters, distillers, and rectifiers.

Other kinds of manufacturing and mechanical
pursuits, in all of which Negroes were found
engaged, are cabinet makers, coopers, saw-mill and
planing-mill employees, glass workers, clock and
watch makers and repairers, gold and silver workers,
tin plate and tinware makers, bookbinders and paper-
box makers, engravers, printers, lithographers and
pressmen, operatives in paper and pulp mills, bleach-
ing and dye works, carpet factories, carpet, cotton,
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hosiery, and knitting, silk, and woollen mills, dress-
makers, hat and cap makers, milliners, seamstresses,
tailors, broom and brush makers, charcoal, coke and
lime burners. Negroes were also engaged as engin-
eers and firemen, glovemakers, model and pattern
makers, photographers, rubber factory operatives,
tobacco and cigar factory operatives and uphol-
sterers. In all these manifold occupations, except
fifteen, the number of Negroes employed increased
in the period from 18go to 1goo.

Negroes lost numbers in the trades of carpentry,
plastering, brick and tile making, marble and stone
cutting, blacksmithing, wheelwrighting, bootmaking
and shoemaking, harness and saddle making,
leather currying and tanning, trunk, valise and
leather-case making, engraving, hosiery and knitting
and woollen milling. But the same census shows
that in more than half of these trades, owing, per-
haps, to the larger use of machinery, there has been
a decrease in the total number of persons employed,
whether white or coloured. This indicates another
reason than that of racial competition for the redis-
tribution in the trades.

I have referred to the trades in which there
appears to be a falling off of Negro employees; let
me say a word concerning some of the trades in which
the Negro has made exceptional gains. The num-
ber of Negro miners in 1890 was 15,809. By 1900
this number had been increased to 36,568, a gain
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during ten years of 20,759, or 132 per cent. In
1890, the number of Negroes engaged as brick and
stone masons was 0,047. In 1900, this number had
been increased to 14,387, an increase of 4,740 or
49 per cent. In the meantime, the number of
white men reported as engaged in this occupation
had decreased 1.8 per cent.

The number of dressmakers in 1890 was 7,479.
The number in 1goo was 12,572, an increase during
the decade of 65.3 per cent; meanwhile the number
of white dressmakers in 189o was increased 'to 17.4
per cent., which is between one-third and one-fourth
of the increase of the coloured dressmakers. In
1890, the number of Negro iron and steel workers
was 5,790. In 1900 the number was 12,327, an
increase of 6,537, or 112.7 per cent.; meanwhile
the number of white iron and steel workers had
increased 100 per cent. The number of Negro
stationary engineers and firemen in 1890 was 6,326.
In 1900, they had increased to 10,277, or 62.4 per
cent. During the same time the increase for the
white engineers and firemen was only 60 per cent.

The rapid increase of the Negro labourers in the
iron and, steel industries was undoubtedly due to
the rapid development of that industry in the
Southern states. Perhaps this industry, together
with the coal and iron mining, has drawn more
heavily than other industries upon the labour-
ing population of the country districts. Some
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figures and observations, indicating the progress
that the Negro has made in these industries, were
furnished to me by Mr. Belton Gilreath, of the
Gilreath Coal and Iron Company, and the Union
Coal and Coke Company, of Birmingham, Alabama,
who, after a very careful inquiry, has found that
Negroes in the Birmingham region mine 2bout go
per cent. of the iron ore and about 50 per cent. of
the coal.

“Twenty years ago,” he says, “when the mines
were first being opened in this district, the ore-
mining was done by white miners with coloured
labourers, mostly foreigners, who in turn taught some
of the white men here. After a while, the Negro
labourers began to be the miners, and now Negroes
have almost completely monopolised the iron ore-
mining. Negroes perform both the work of labour-
ers and miners until about go per cent. of the ore-
miners are coloured.”

Mr. Gilreath added that in the coal mining indus-
try Negroes have likewise made progress, but are
not mining as large a proportion of the coal as they
are of the ore. ““As near as I can estimate,” he said,
“ from the best information I am able to secure, one-
half the coal produced is gotten out by coloured
miners.”

According to the census for 19oo, 209,154 Negroes
were employed in occupations which are classified
under “trade and transportation.” This class
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includes: agents, bankers, and brokers, bookkeepers
and accountants, clerks, and copyists, commercial
travellers, draymen, hackmen, teamsters, foremen
and overseers, hostlers, hucksters and peddlers,
livery-stable keepers, merchants and dealers, mes-
sengers, errand and office boys, officials of banks
and corporations, packers, and shippers, porters
and helpers, salesmen and saleswomen, steam rail-
way employees, stenographers and typewriters,
street railway employees, telephone and telegraph
linemen, telegraph and telephone operators. In
nearly all these occupations Negroes have made
considerable gains. Among other facts I note that
the number of Negro draymen and hackmen,
teamsters, and so forth, increased from 43,963 in
1890 to 67,727 in 1900, an increase of §4 per cent.
The increase among the whites for the same period
was 45.9 per cent.

In 1900 there were over 200,000 Negroes engaged
in occupations requlrlng skill in some form or other.
These were: miners and quarry men, 36,568; saw-
mill and planing-mill employees, 33,266; dress-
makers and seamstresses, 24,110; carpenters and
joiners, 21,114; barbers and hair-dressers, 19,048;
tobacco and cigar operatives, 15,349; brick and
stone masons, 14,387; iron and steel workers, 12,327;
engineers and firemen, 10,227; blacksmiths, 10,104;
brick and tile makers, 9,970. In addition to these
there were 2,585 Negro operatives in factories and
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mills, 52 architects, designers and draughtsmen,
185 electricians, 120 civil engineers and surveyors,
1,262 machinists, 198 tool and cutlery makers, 342
cabinet makers, 109 clock and watch makers, 66 gold
and silver workers, 86 bookbinders, 22 engravers,
1,845 men and women tailors, 15 glove makers, 24
model and pattern makers, 247 photographers, and
1,045 upholsterers.

A thing that should be considered is that Negroes
are, more and more every year, becoming them-
selves the employers of Negro labour. When Negroes
go into business they employ other Negroes as clerks,
bookkeepers, agents, and salesmen. All these
things tend to draw coloured people from the trades
and occupations in which they were formerly
employed. The Negro barber is a good illustra-
tion of what I mean. The census of 1900 shows
that there were not only a larger number but a larger
percentage of barbers at that time than there were
ten years before. During this same period, however,
there has been a very large increase in the number
of white barbers not only in the North but in the
South. In many cases, particularly in the South,
white barbers have taken the places of the Negro
barbers, who formerly had a monopoly of that trade.
In spite of this fact, as I have said, the number of
Negro barbers has steadily increased. The explana-
tion is that a much larger number of barbers are now
employed by Negroes than there were a few years
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ago. The whole number of barbers increased from:
1890 to 1900 to 54 per cent., while the number of
Negro barbers increased during that period only
14 per cent.

A little earlier in this chapter I made the state-
ment that, with the growth of factories and the
introduction of machinery into the Southern states,
to perform work that had previously been performed
by hand, the white man rather than the Negro was
used to perform that kind of labour. In recent
years, however, there has been a growing disposition
to employ Negro labour in the factories. For
example, in 19oo a silk mill was established in
Fayetteville, North Carolina, by the firm of Ashley
and Bailey, who are the owners of a number of silk
mills in different parts of the North.

This firm decided, after carefully considering the
matter, to try the experiment of using Negro labour
in the spinning and weaving of silk. In order to do
this they purchased a considerable tract of land
just outside of Fayetteville, and started to build up
there a Negro colony. They rented to each family
they employed a tract of land and a house. They
erected a schoolhouse, in which there was a nine
months’ school, and built a church for the use of
the colony. They obtained the services of an ener-
getic Negro minister to bring together a number of
Negro families and settle them on the land and in

the houses they had erected. After that they
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invited the children to take employment in the mills.
These mills, which employ about five hundred
persons, are now conducted under the direction of
a white superintendent,who has under him a coloured
foreman, who 1s in charge of the mill which spins
the thread.

Under the direction of these two men some five
or six hundred children, from twelve to sixteen years
of age, have been trained until they have become
very satisfactory mill operatives. The superin-
tendent, Mr. G. W. Kort, says it will take a number
of years to bring these children up to the point
where they will equal the trained and disciplined
operatives in the Northern mills. He says, also,
that the company has found certain special
difficulties in controlling these children, most of
whom have come directly from the farm to
take up their work in the mills. Most of these
difficulties can be traced back to the irregularities
in the home life of the parents. Nevertheless,
the Fayetteville silk mill has been a success, and
is no longer, I understand, to be considered an
experiment.

Negro labour has also been tried successfully in a
number of hosiery mills.. One of these is located in
Savannah, Georgia, and another in Durham, North
Carolina. In 1897, a group of coloured men in
Concord, North Carolina, organised the Coleman
Manufacturing Company, and erected a cotton mill,
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which employed for a time some two hundred
coloured boys and girls. Just after the mill had been
fairly started, however, Mr. Coleman, the man who
organised the company, died, and the mill was sold
to a company of white men who decided to employ
white labour.

From the ranks of Negro mechanics, there have
come from time to time a number of Negro inventors.
The first of these inventors, to whom the Patent
Office records refer, is Henry Blair, of Maryland,
who was granted a patent for a corn harvester in
1834, and another patent for a similar invention in
1836. This man was probably “a free person of
colour,” as slaves were not allowed to take out
patents for inventions in those days. The rule in
regard to the inventions of slaves was laid down, in
1858, by the Commissioner of Patents and con-
firmed by the Attorney-general of the United States.
The circumstances were these: A Negro slave, liv-
ing with his master in the state of Mississippi, per-
fected a valuable invention which his master sought
to have patented. His application was refused on
the grounds that he was not the inventor. He
then sought to have the invention patented as
assignee of his slave, but under the law a slave
could not hold property and therefore could not
assign this invention to his master. The case
was appealed to the Attorney-general, and, as
I have said, he confirmed the decision of the
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Commissioner of Patents. The result of this law
was that neither the slave nor his master could
secure the protection of the Government for any
invention that a slave succeeded in making.

In 1862 a Negro slave belonging to Jefferson
Davis, President of the Southern Confederacy,
invented a propeller for vessels, which was finally
put into use, it is said, by the Confederate navy.
A Negro slave in Kentucky 1is said to have
invented the hemp-brake, a machine in which' the
hemp fibre is separated from the hemp stalk.
Negro mechanics also have been the builders of
some of the most important buildings erected in
the South before the War. When I was in Vicks-
burg, Mississippi, a few years ago, my attention
was called to the courthouse, that was erected
before the War, and is still the most imposing
building in the city. I was told that this building
was planned and built under the direction of a
Negro slave.

A few years ago, in 1899, an attempt was made
to find out from the Patent Office at Washington,
and through inquiries directed to prominent patent
attorneys in different parts of the United States,
the number of patents that had been taken out by
coloured inventors. Something over three hundred
and seventy patents, taken out by two hundred
and seven inventors, were found to have been taken

out by coloured men. Elijah McCoy, of Detroit,






